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A a Philo*' 



DEDICATION. 

EhUofQp.hy:,.if they may by any 
means furvive their Author, be 
a memorial that your moft af- 
.fc<3iipnate. Friend, and Brptber. 
"was 

JOHN LANGHORNE. 



London, 



C O N T .Er N>T S 

O.F 1\H,B . •- 

FIRST VQEUrMR. 

S E RM O N I. 

GfiN'Kfi^S'^esivv 63. 

Jfaac went out to medilate in the Fields' at 
the Eventide'. * - • Page i 

S E.R M Q.JJ II. 
The Refuf!£€(^a x>f rLaza^s. 

LuKB xi; 444 .J 

He that was dead-eame firths \§ 

The diflferont^pnditjopsf.ofthQ Wicked 
and th^ Righ^^eousi cQ0&4ered in.fpxnf 
particular Vic5W# 



CO N!r £^N T s.C' : : 

Prov. iv. 1 8, 19. 

The Path of tbe^-juft is as the Jhinin^ 
Ugbt^ thai Jhinetb more and more unto 
the pkfeSi DayC . " ' : . . 

Bui the Way of the Wicked is as Darknefs ^ 
they know not at what theyjlumble. P. 3 7 

SE R M O N IV. 
The different Conditions of the Wicked 
and the. Righieous eonfidered in fcve- 
.ral Views. 

Psalm cxviii. i<. , ' 

The Voice of Joy and Health is in the 

Dwelling of the 'Righteous. 56 

• S E R M O N V: - 

The Folly, Cuilt;. and Mifery of habi- 

/ - tyal Difcpntent. 

Lam. iii. 39. 

Wherefore fhould a living man complain ? 74 

^ ' -S E R M 6 N VI. 
Parapfirafc and Refleftions on the Storv 

of Jofeph. 
•vo;:'^ Gen* 



C O NT EN T a,. 
Gen. xlv. 4. 
/ ani ypfepbyour Brotbtr^ whom ye JqU 
into Egypt. . - : i P. 93 

..S. E R M O N VH. - 

I. The Reafonablenefs of religious Duty. 

II. The Utility trf Prayer. 

Jo 3 xxK 15. 

What is the Almighty that we Jhould ferve 
him ? Or what Profit Jhall we have if 
we pray unto him ?- /^^i 

S E R MO N VIJL 

The Danger. of a falfe Confidence in 

Religion. ' 

r Goiivx. 12. 

Let him that thinketh heftandetb take heed 
left hefalL ^ - i - - J31 

SERMON IX. 

Affection,- Compaffion, and Civility 

recommended. 

I P E.T. iii. 8, 

Love as brethren \ he pitiful^ he courteous. 

. 153 



w 



'^ 



n. 








a 



2 SERMON I. 

But through the refining arts of fo- 
iciety this finfiple attachment to nature 
has been deftroyed. When artificial 
wants were difcovcred, which (he alone 
'Was no longer able to gratify, man with- 
drew- his affection from her, and art and 
avarice tbok place of love and fimpli- 
city. 

This change is not only to be lament- 
ed, as productive of mifcrics which man 
was not made to fufFcr, but as deftruftive 
of that ,pure and reafonable devotion, 
which the love of .nature was intended 
to infpire. 

Was it not intended that this love 
fliould lead us to the adoration of God? 
Why then are his works fo formed for 
admiration aad delight? Why then fuch 

order, 
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order, fuch beauty, fuch proportion in 
every part of the creation ? Why is th4 
eye delighted with variety of colourings 
and why are light and fhade fo admirably 
mingled to produce that variety ? Why. 
are our fenfes afFcfted by fragrance or 
beauty, by fymmetry or magnificence ? 
Why do we rejoice to behold the glories 
of a rifing, or a fetting fun ? and why 
do we feel an awful kind of pleafure, 
when we behold the expanfe of heaven 
covered with innumerable ftars ? — The 
reafon is obvious : The God of Nature 
formed our fenfes to be affected by thefe 
objefts, that, under the influence of love 
and admiration, we might learn to adore 
the wifdom that created them. 

Since then the contemplation of the 

vifibic works of Providence fcemsjQ 

B 2 have 
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have been intended as a motive to ra- 
tional devotion, we fhould do well to al- 
lot fome time for exercifes of this nature, 
and accompany the Patriarch as eventide 
to meditate in the field. 

To indulge this contemplative difpofi- 
tion muft be more immediately neceflary 
for thofe whofe lives roll in the circle of 
fafliionable diffipation ; who feem to 
think that the only end of their being is 
amufement, and have not the lead idea 
of thofc indifpenfible duties, by which 
they are bound either as fociable> or a^ 
dependent creatures. 

Did they fometimes meditate on the 
works of eternal wifdom, and foberly 
confider the end of their exiftence, would 
they conclude it to be the proper em- 
ployment of a rational creature to divide 
6 it's 



SERMON i. 5 

it^s life between drefs and dancing, be- 
tween fleep and play to fly from one 

amufement to another, while art has any 
new expedient to flatter luxury, and 
while the invention of poverty can ad- 
minifter to the wants of wealth ? 

Did they ever contemplate the wif- 
dom of that Being who gave them life, 
could they fuppofe that life to be given 
in vain ? Could they conclude that a 
foul which can conceive the perfeftions 
of it's Creator, and which bears a fhadow 
of thofe perfedions in itfelf, fhould be 
treated for no nobler purpofe than an 
infefit — to flutter a while in the fiinlhine 
of feftivity, and be no more ? 

Did they fufpend the purfuit of plea- 

fure to confider the fgcial duties of man, 

would they fuppofe that the world wa^ 

B ^ furniflied 
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furniflied only for their particular enter- 
tainment; and that they had no other 
connections with, or engagements to 
their fellow creatures, than as they were 
neceflary to their cafe or amufement-, to 
contribute to their luxury, or gratify 
their pride ? Would they not foon be 
convinced thatthofe who have the great- 
eft fliare of this world's* goods are but 
more diilinguifhed fervants of the com- 
munity ; and the greater the power that 
Jias been committed to them, the more 
laborious muft be their fervice, and the 
more extenfive their charge ? 

Did they refleft on the duties of a de- 
pendent creature, would they not per- 
ceive the ftrong obligations which muft 
bind a created being to the Author of its 
exiftence? Would they not conclude 
that, if a6U of worfliip are the only 

offerings 
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offerings we are capable of making oun 
fupreme Creator, it is at leaft our diityc 

not to ncgledl thofe But when thcp 

were informed that the particular afts of* 
obedience which God expefted from, 
them in return for their creation and pre- 
fcrvation, were to dojuftly^ to lovemercy^ 
and to walk humbly with refpc6t to him — 
» would they nor, in thofe precepts, be 
ftruck with a general idea of their duty 
both religious and focial, and be con- 
vinced that the latter was founded on 
the former ? 

Such refleftions as ihefe are certainly 
proper for Beings that are born to be ac- 
countable for the life that is lent them : 
But, how feldom do we yield admiffion 
to fuch reflexions as thefe!— The world, 
the infinuating world has the art of en- 
. groffing our attention — Its objefts ftill 
B 4, prevail,. 
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prevail, however infigni Scant ; nor is it 
fufficient that we have been once de- 
ceived : The cheat is ftill praftifcd upon 
US; we are again difappointed, yet we 
embrace it again. 

. It is, therefore, convenient that we 
fliould fometimcs retire from a fcene of 
danger and diOipation— retire with Ifaac 
into the field, and meditate. 

Man, indeed, was not made for pr^ 
petual folitude — His powers, his depen-* 
dencies, all declare againft it ; but occa- 
Jionalhf to leave the bufincfs and the 
tamult of fociety — to retire into himfelf, 
and to commune with his own hearty whe- 
ther, with the Prophet in his chamber. 
Or with the Patriarch in the field, is 
not only expedient, but even neccflary. 

There 
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There is fcarce any talk fo unwelcome 
to us as the review of our own minds, 
and hence it is that we are, in general, 
fo little acquainted with the (late of them. 
Our inclinations change infenfibly, and 
the heart takes a different bias by im- 
perceptible degrees ; infomuch that when 
we come to compare our prcfcnt con- 
duft with what vn our manner of life ^«^ 
a few years ago, we are furprized to ob- 
ferve the difference, becaufe we attended 
not to the progreffive change of our 
lentiments and difpofitions. 

For this reafon, we ought, by frequent 
meditation, to examine the Jiale of our 
minds, * to inquire how we ftand affefted 
to the great branches of our duty, by 
placing them refpeftivcly in view ; but 
more particularly to make it our queftion, 
whether we arc fcnfihle o£ that pious gra* 

titudc 
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titude to our Creator, which is the firft 
and befl foundation of religious obedi^ 
cnce. 

Enquiries tKefe are that demand the 
hour of privacy and recoUeftion, when 
the paffions are all obedient to the under- 
ftanding, and evea fclf-intereft and felf- 
love fubmit to the fearch of truth. 

Then let us fummon our hearts to 
their trial, ^hen their fpecious advocates 
are at a diftance ; when they can derive 
no confidence from^ the flattering pre- 
fence of.worldly objefts, and are no longer 
hardened by the deceitfulnefs offtn. 

For this, let me once more obfervc 
that, retirement is the proper fcene^ 
The world is an enemy that is not to be 
fubdued, but by frequent retreats ; wc 
muft Contend with it. as the Partbians.of 

old. 
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old did with their ad verfarie% and fly, 
while we maintain the 6ght. 

But in all our religious meditations 
there is one circuniftance which we ought 
never to forget, and that is the deceitful- 
nefs of the heart. However clofely or im- 
partially we examine it ; we (hall hardly 
bring it to an open or an ingenuous con- 
fcflion. It has ftill fome evafion, fome 
apology, fome palliatnig circumftance 
for every charge that is brought againff 
it. If we place its deformities before it, 
it has the art of Ihifting the fcene, and 
of difplaying its fuppofcd perfeftions in 
their ftead. if we charge it with fome 
particular vice, or foible, it derives en- 
couragement frdm -comparifon, and in - 
ftead of acknowledging and amending 
its own faults, it fets itfclf at cafe by' 
confidcring the impcrfcdions of others^ 

Foil 
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( For this evil there is no better remedy 
than that which the Pfalmifl: has recouffe 
to, when he implores the affiftance of 
that Being, who is properly called the 
Searcher of hearts. The righteous God^ 
fays he, proveih the heart-^His eyelids 

try the children of men Examine me^ 

O Lordy and prove me : Try my reins^ 
and my heart. Who can telLhow oft he 
offendeth ? O cleanfe thou me from my fe- 
cret faults. 

The author of thefc petitions -was^; 
exclufive of his infpired knowledge, by 
no means a flranger to the human heart* 
He had experienced it^ treachery : He 
knew its propcnfity. to error, to folly 
and to vice. He knew, that an enemy 
concealed under the mafk of friendfliip 
was of all others the mofl: dangerous, 

and 
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and he con(idered his own heart as fuch. 
He was fenfible that in this refpcA too 
he was liable to be betrayed by his own 
familiar friend^ with whom he had like- 
wife taken fweet council. 

It is from the ftrongeft conviaions, 
therefore, that he applies to a fuperior 
power, and prays for deliverance from 
an enemy fo infidious, and fo near. 
Such, under the fame circumftances, 
Ihould be the conduct of every Chriftian. 
If our hearts condemn us noty yet let us 
pray for a mori pcrfedt knowledge of, 
and command over them, to that Being, 
who is greater than our bear ts^ and know- 
etb all things. 

This will not only be the moft efFecr 
tual, but the fafcft method of felf-cx- 

amination ; 
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amination j for when, with all becoming 
humility, we implore the afliftance of 
God in that duty, we have nothing fur 
ther to fear from the event of it, bccaufc 
we have done whatever was in our own 
power towards iu 

Thefe are reflexions which naturally 
arofe upon the fubjedt of religious medi- 
tation. Let us now turn our eyes a 

moment on the contemplative Patriarch. 
He wenl out^ we are told, to meditate in 
the field at the eventide. This was at the 
moft critical junfture of his life ; for he 
was BOW in expeftation that the divine 
promifc would foon be fulfilled in a cir* 
cumftance of no lefs confequence than 
that of giving him a wife, in whofe ofF- 
fpring all the generations of the earth 
were to be bleffed. 

With 
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•With fuch glorious and exalted views» 
it was natural for him to retire, and in- 
dulge his thoughts in private. Great 
joys, like great forrows, love to be alone, 
and a Jiranger doth not intermeddh with 
them. It is, therefore, with the greateft 
propriety that the hiftorian reprefents 
Ifaac upon this occaGon as retiring into 
the field for meditation. 

The probable fubjedl of his rcfleftions 
was nothing lefs .than .the accomplifh- 
tnent of the divine .promife — a iubjeft, 
in every refped, the nobleft, and the 
mod delightful that the human mind is 
capable of contemplating ! To the Pa- 
triarch it muft have been particularly fo 
upon this occafion, for while he was yet 
meditating on thofe promil'cs, he beheld 
4hem accompliihed. 

"He 
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^ He lifted up his eyes and faw, and, 
** behold, the camels were coming, 

*' And Rebekah lifted up her eyes, 
" and when flue faw Ifaac, flie lighted off 
** the camel. 

•* For flie had faid unto the fcrvant,. 
" What man is this that walketh in the 
" field to meet us? And'thefervant had " 
'• faid. It is my mafter." 

As it will not be a fer-fetcbed, fo I 
hope it will not altogether be an ufclefs 
exhortation, if I recommend it to you, 
while yoti walk through the field of this 
life, like the Patriarch, to make the pro- 
mifes of God the fubjcdt of your medi- 
tation. You have, you will lay, no 
perfonal or particular promifes, fuch as 
the fon of Abraham was favoured with. 
—That may be tru?— -but how much 

greater. 



S E R M O N L 17 

grjefttekv bow much more glorious ar^ 
yAur expcftations than his ? His were 
4»nfined mcrtly to the long fucceffion of 
tn :carthly pofterity^ but you look up to 
fln inheritance of immortality, to an 
houfe ifot made with hands ^ imorruptibh 
in the heavens. Thefe magnificent pro- 
miles you have from the fame gracious 
Power, in whom the Patriarch trufied 
and was not deceived ; whofe hand is not 
Jhortened that it cannot favey and part of 
whofe glorious charafter it is, that be 
keepetb bis pramife for ever. 

' Through every period of this uncer* 
tain life let us conftantly meditate on the 
eternal promifes. The eventide will fooii 
corne^ when, like Ifaac, we (hall fee 
them accomplilhcd ~— when we (hall 
meet that everlafting love which firft 
brought us into this ftate of being, apd 
(hall finally remove us from it. Let 
Vol. L C this 
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this be our ftrong confolation^ who have 
fled for refuge to lay hold on the hope fet 
before us ; which hope we have as an an- 
chor of our fouls ^ ftedfafi and immoveable. 
This hope it was that fupported our 
Jellow-chriftians in all the painful con- 
Aids of their fpiricual .warfare: And it is 
this that mud afford us the only reafon- 
able confolation under, every <iiftref3ful, 
or difcouraging event. 

" Why art thou fo fall of heavinefs, 
** O my foul! And why art thou fo 
*' difquieted within me? Truft. in God.** 
. — Repofe onthisiDfaJlifele word, his im- 
mutable promifes •, .and in every various 
fituation pf life the eternal Provi- 
dence &iz\\nev^r fail thee nprforfake thie. 
Whether thoaart in the city,- or whether 
thou art in the field ; bleffedfhalt thou-bs 
in the, city^ and blefj'ed fkalt, thou be m-tks 
flel4. 



C 19 ] 

SERMON ir^ 

The Refiirrecaion of Lazarus. 



L tf K s xi. 44. 

He that was dead came fori b. 

TH E refurreflion of Lazarus not 
only affords a firm proof in favour 
of Chriftianity, but exhibits a very 
pleafing picture of its amiable Author. 
While we read the ftory, the miracle 
itfelf does not fo much engage our at- 
tention, as the circumftanccs of tender* 
nefs that lead to it: We admire that 
C 2 divine 
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divine power which could re-animate 
the dead, but the fenQbility of friend- 
Ihip carries ^"^4 wiy our hfekrt^t >tnd, 
when we behold that 'divine Perfon 
wJiQ entered iiuo this ft^tc ?/. JjPf^g/op 
the benevolent purpofe of our redemp- 
tion, melting under the tender fen- 
fetlons of friendftiip, that reverence we 
owe to the dignity of his charadler for- 
gets icfelf in affedion. 

The ftory of Lazarus is recorded by 
that beloved difciple who wasi c/ijioent 
for his fenfibility and affeftionate difpb- 
fition. Hence it is tjiat we fth4 it re- 
late4 with 4U thofe tender circumftaoces 
th^t await the event of death, when, 
female foftneft bewails the lofs of a 
brother, and friendfliip is a mourner at 
the grave. 

The 
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T*e fitted writer operfs hU ftory with 
Che ficknefs of La2tfruB^ and difftrn^ 
guifhes him as the brother of chat piotife 
woman, who had aminted the Lord with 
tintmifa^ aad wiped bisfm with bef hair. 
Tfidfc good' offices juftly entitled her t* 
caM u^on him for his adfifttthce in a cafe 
Wheit h€ might be emlneiHty fervlceable. 
She, Aerifore^ wirh her fifter, fent unp9 
hi^ fayi^i L^tdj be wbem then lovejt>^ 
itfiek. The hiftorian has not mcntiofti. 
ed the purpofe of this rrieflage, but it 
was kM rhoft probably with the hope of 
what foftie of the Jewsf prefent foggeftcd 
rfterwatrd^ that he wb^ epened^ the eyei 
$f the Mifid^ could eaufe that this mah 
Jh^td not die. At the fame time it might 
be hoped that the confolations of friend^ 
fliip wotild afford fome relief to thei^ 
afflifted bttrther; for the pity of thofe 
C 3 we 
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we love has power to foothc the heart, 
even while the body labours under the 
languor of ficknefs. 

But whatever might be the purpofc 
of the meflage, it had not the cSeft 
which was, undoubtedly, expeftcd from 
it ; for Jefus did not immediately go lo 
Bethany, though be^ whom be lovedj was 
Jlck, Yet why ? — why were the kind 
offices of friendihip refufed, at a time, 
when they were wanted fo much ? Or 
why was that healing power, which had 
been fo effectually and fo generally e}£- 
erted, fufpended, in a cafe where, affec- 
tion, and even gratitude, appeared, to 
demand it ? Could he, whofe bene- 
volence was univcrfal, who could reftorc 
the daughter of the Syrophenician wo- 
man --could he withhold that aid from 

a friend 
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a friend which he fo liberally gave to 
ftrangers ? How could he fufFer bim 
whom he loved to languifli to death? 
How could he, after b^ bad beard that 
his friend was Jick^ abide two da^s ftiU 
in the fame place where be was ? The , 
reafon for this he afligns himfelf, viz. ■ 
that it was for the gkry of God^ that the 
Son of God might be glorified thereby 
— ^Yet it was not only for the glory of 
God, but for the benefit of the fufFcrcr. 
When by fuch an aftonifhing proof he 
was convinced of the divine nature of 
his friend, with wliat joy muft he have 
returned from the regions of death ? 
With what certainty of faith muft he 
have confided in his Redeemer ? How 
inexpreflfibly delightful muft thofe reflec- 
tions have been which told him he had 
an intercft with that all-powerful Being, 
who could bring back life from the 
C 4 womb 
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womb of d^eftruftion ?— Who could re- 
ftore the cold and infcnfible body to all 
its faculties and ftmftions, and lighten- 
ibcfi eyis^ thai badjlept the fleep- of death T 
Wevc the ftifmngs of a tranfient ficknefs 
U it compared with the glmj thzt was thu» 
revealed ?^ The friends of the dteceafed; 
moreover, his fbrrowing fiftcrs had* not 
only the joy of beholding theii' brother 
rcftored to life, but received fronithis" 
event that confirmation of their faith" 
which would from thenceforth bt anr- 
unfailing fource of happincfs. • 

Thus it is that the gracious God 
dealeth with the children of men*. He 
is.ianowife the Mthor of their ftiflfer^- 
ings. They flow from moral, or,, as- 
tke ficknefs of Lazarus did, from natu- 
ral caufes. But how oft does the di* 

vint Providence bring good <y\H of evil !- 
3. And 



S E R S4 t> Sr IK' i5 

And how frequently, through 'his gra- 
cious mterpofiiidri^ is bur forrow htmd 
into jay I 

Vpott thefe principles did the Frfendf 
of Lazarus forbear to viGt'him diirfhg 
his fickncfs ; but when by his dmne 
knowledge, he found that he was^ dtad> 
Ont friend Lazarus Jleepetb^ fays he, ■ hur 
I go that Tm(^ awake him. 

It appears that tlie difciples too had^ 
a regard for this amiable man, ^wWch- 
was the reafon why their mafter did nor, 
out of tendernefs to them, exprefs him- 
felf clearly on the death of Lazarus : If 
appears fo, and it is evident ; for when 
he told them plainly i ** Lazarus is deady*: 
Thomas^ exclaimed with pathetic for- 
row, ^ben kt us go that we may die witb- 

him. 
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him^ : •* Alas! is our friend Lazftrus 
'' dead.? Is he that loved us no more ? 
** What is there in this world that is now 
" worth living for ? Is there yet ano- 
" ther Lazarus ? Another that will love 
" us ? None, nope ! then let us go^ that 
'' we may die with bim*^ Thefe are the 
natural complaints of forviving friend- 
ihip, when thofe, who arc dearer to us 
than life itfelf, are irrecoverably torn 
away by the hand of death. Nor does 
it appear, as Thomas met with no re- 
buke for his exclamation, that thefe 
complaints are difagreeable to Provi- 
dence. They are confidercd, no doubt, 
as the unavoidable effufions of pafTi^ns 
that are in themfclves blamelefs; and 
forrows of this kind are then only cul- 
pable, when they grow into habitual 
murmuring. 

Bur 
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But let us now accompany the mourn- 
ing difciplcs and their mafter to vifit the 
affltded (ifters, and the tomb of Lazarus. 
Martbay fays the Evangelift, asfoon asjbe 
heard of the coming ofjefus^ went and met 
him J and faid, Lord^ if tboti badft been 
here^ nrf brother bad not died. This feems 
to be a modeft and unaffeded complaint 
that Jefus had not vifited his friend dur- 
ing bis ficknefs ; but it was, at the fame 
time, an acceptable inftance of faith, 
which indeed Ihe proves to be very great, 
when flic adds, / know^ thaty even nowy 
V)hatfoever thou wilt ajk of God^ God wilt 
give it thee. As a reward for this dif- 
tinguiftied faith, Jefus immediately tells 
her that her brother fliould rife again ; 
and when flie fuppofed that he alluded to 
the general refurreftion, he takes an op- 
portunity from thence to inform her of 
his own important appointment j and the. 
fuperior privileges of thofc that believe 

in 
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in him. /, fays he, am the refurfeBhn^ 
and the Ufe-j whofoever believetb in me^ 
though he were deady yet Jhall he live ; 
and he that liveth^ and believeth in me^ 
Jhall never die. This was, indeed, a glo- 
rious .declaration, and properly exprefljvc 
of bis divine miflion, who brought lifi 
and immortality to light. 

But Martha was not the only one who 
made a confciTion of faith on this occa^ 
fion \ the Jews, who came from Jerufa* 
fcm to pay their vifits of condolence,, 
made it their queftion, whether he, who 
^ened the eyes of tbe'blind^ could not have 
caufed that even this man Jhould not have 
died. Strange! that the Jews ihould 
admit fuch a fuppofition, who were, in 
general, remarkable for their infidelity, 
and from whofe perfecutions Jefus had 
fo lately been obliged to fly, Nay> it i* 

evident 



SERMON II. 29 

evident that he now returned to Bethitny 
with caution andfccrecy on their account, 
frooi the reception he niet with, and thi; 
private audience h? appears to have had 
of ^artha and .Mary. Is it nor ftrangp 
then, I fay, that tiiefe Jews fhwld-drqp 
^ny thing like ap cxpreflion of faith? 
Ceruinly-it appears fo, but, perhaps, it 
may be accounted for thus* ' 

The mind is never fo willing to let go- 
its p'rqudices as at thofe times when for- 
row, or moiirnirig, of the evils of life 
take hold of it. Scene's of afflidlion and 
diiftrefs fubdue thp pride of the heart, 
and obtain admiflipn for piety and truth. 
Now thefe Jews really condoled with the 
fitters of La?;aru§, for the Evangelift 
tcUs us they wept ; and this, therefore, 
wa3 a proper fcaibn for faith to gain the 
al(beB4(tnt of prejgdice, 

" ..' ~ ^ When 



30 S E R M O N II. 

When Jcfus joined this family of 
mourners, be groaned in the fpifit^ fays 
the facred writer, and was troubled \ but 
when he came to the tomb where his de- 
parted friend was laid — he wept. He 
could no longer refift the tender fcnfa- 
tions of friendlhip, and though he knew 
that, the next moment, he (hould fee 
Lazarus reftored to life, he could not 
look op that body, which contained a 
heart that once had loved him, without 
a. tear. Jefuswept^ The Son of God be- 
held with tears that body inanimate to. 
^which he was now about to reftore the 

sfeculties of life. Yet as a man, and 

as a friend he wept. — ^Jefus wept — but it 
was at the grave of friendfhip : And the 
tears that fall on fuch a grave are the 
tears of virtue. That fortitude, which 
refufcfi the tribute of mourning tbere^ 
differs not from infcnfibility. It is gra* 

titudq 
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litude to weep over a departed friend ^ 
I had almoft called it piety— The aiir 
cients did give it that name. 

Jefus wept- — He, who brought eter*- 

nal life to his creatures, wept that one 

flioold die'! Who knows what paflions 

might, at that moment, agitate his facred 

bbfom'? Who knows, whether, ^s he 

. ]o6ked upon his lifelefs friend, he did not 

: revolve in his gracious -mind all the mi^ 

fcries to which -mari^kind arc fubjeft^ 

. all the various .evils of life, and deaths 

.the iaft and greateft evil ? Who knows 

whether fome of thofe tears that fell over 

:the grave of "Lazarus were not excited 

by refle'fting on the ruin of human na- 

.ture, that nature which he had tafcea 

upon him, arid which it was his purpofe 

jtorcftore to the original privilege of life? 

.8 Th«s 
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, jThxjs the divine Benevolence indulged 
Siy^ iw^^t£& and fnoft an^iable of all lii> 
man fenfations, the teadernefi of pitjr 
and friendfliip. 

But the time was now come, when he 
ihould exert his power — Father I thank 
the^ fays he, that thou hafi heard me^ and 
I , knew that thou heareji me always : but^ 
iecaufe of the people which fiand by I faid 
it, that they may believe that thou^f?a/l 
fent me. This was a very folemn intro^ 
Suftion to the great miracle he was ahouc 
to perform; and it muft have rendered 
the effed: of it ftill more ftriking to die 
people, when they beheld the immediate 
power of God obedient to the prayers of 
this divine man. Accordingly when he 
had thusfpoken^ he cried with a loud voice^ 
" Lazarus COME FORTH." Let us for a 
moment imagine ourfelves at this folemn 

Xcene 



fcerie'^i-'^tftftold ! wfiatt various de'gi^ 
of curidfity ^naexpe6t^tiort are w?irtm 
upon tW faces of-'tVofe vrho Jiaiid iff 
Sec?,- how Full of t'ifrviTi6r\ ir, every fe^' 
ture at this critiGat'-'inbrnienc wh^n'thc* 
dead is Called I'ipon' fif^'coWe'f&rib^l^^Mcii 
thinks I behold brt one cSimtenartce the 
firm confidence of f«Sph,^atid ortaifciiflle^ 
the fufpeiffion of doubr',' wfYile d thil-d ^k- 
prefles the carflernrefs'/artci K^lf-corft:^*r-5 
cd fcorn-of* difbelitf.*' One is attending 
with eager eyes to inarK the firft fympt 
toms of returning life, while another \i 
fmiling at the vain confidence and credu- 
lity of his neighbour. *' Tlie Son of C5od 
himfelf ftahds over the'grave with* looks 
' expreflin'g the affiirahde of his efficacious 
J)ower;' but mark'eci' at the fame nrti'e', 
with the 'pleafing ' iix'perfitioh of-'lbbii 
embracing his reviving friend ^ — But the 
fillers, * the faithful and' affedioVidfe fif- 
YoL. I. D ters 
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ters — See with what anxious eagernefa 
ibey bend over their brother's grave ! Sec; 
how trembling expeAation waits for the 
firft fignal of life ! In this czXcperfeB lav$ 
doth NOT caft out fear J nor doth faith it- 
it]£ attend the ifTue without wavering* 
See how their eyes ftrain to catch the 
returning fenfe ! Hah ! it returns — ^the 
colour returns to the pale lips— They 
naove — ^The blood wandcirs over the 
countenance— The eye-bails move— • 
The eye-lids open — He lives— Lazarus 
lives. 

From the contemplation of fuch won- 
derful events as thefc we may derive 
much religious improvement. They 
animate our devotion, conSrm our faith, 
and even exalt our ideas of that glorious 
^eing whom we ferve. At the fame time 
fcenes of pathetic tendernefs, where the 

gentle 



gemleafied'rons are exerdfed and called 
forth, foftcn and fubduc the mind : They 
recal us frdm the idle puifuits of fefti-' 
vity, or the more laborious vanities of 
falfe amt»tion; 

Who, that contemplates the lamented 
death of Lazarus, but would rather wilh 
that his reniains might be embalmed by 
the tears of private friend(hip, than that 
the report of his death (hould fpread 
from region to region, and be heard with 
indifference, till it was heard no more : 
~Who, that confiders the miraculous 
circumilances of his refurredtion, would 
think it worth his while to labour for the 
intereft of any power but that which (hall 
re-animate the dead ? — Is it poffible 
to refieA on the (lory of Lazarus, and 
not wi(h to have partaken of that tender 
affeftion which wept over his grave ? — 
D2 T# 
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To havc'bein diftinguilbed by th'cfav« 
of that .graciouij Rfjdijcnict-who fceh 
tenderly; fon.'ith.efufiVrin^.^;.his' cr 
tures^jwbo ditrf.for their. 'fins,, and r 
agaio for their deliverance. from 
grave ? ^f it be natural to form th 
wifhes, let us refleft that this Redeer 
ftill liveth,' arid liv'eth to make iri'terc 
(Ion for us V'that, like Lazai*us, we ri 
be diftinguidied by his favour, and, 1 
hjm, tlirough' his 'power; rife' ag'ain fn 
the dead. 
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The different Coiidjudns' of 

ciiis confidered in feme par- 
••■' tiriflb^ -Views] '''^''"''' '" "'' 



. ri^^ Palh of the Juji'is ai the 'JhiriiKi 
Eighty that Jhineih more and 'more Uni^ 
the perfeU Day. / • .- ' i^ i 

Bui the Way of the Wicked is as Bark- 
nefs J they knozv not at what they fiumble. 

NEVER was there a more juft, ot' 
. a more ftrikingpidltace than thar 
which is exhibited in thefe two ihort^ 
verfcs. I: appears, indeed, from all the 
D 3 writings 
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writ'iQgs of the Ton of David that he hac} 
a coniliniinatelcnojw ledge ef humaa na« 
tUTCj and a deep penetratic^ . into the 
minds and' manners of men : Jftutin tliis 
paflage he has^ even outAone4iimreIf,'and 
h^ add^ to the folid trvitbs q$ eb^ mo- 
raliil the ftrength of th^ pQC.t'« iipjigi- 
nauon. 

I. f be path of the juSi is as thejbining 
light. His way is diret^cd by that of 
tr^th, which is^ laffthom to bisfeeti and 
A fight untfi Wi,^<^/i»J[r-rHie. derives bis in- 
telligence from the fountains of .^ternal 
kno^ifledge, and follows the.gjuid^ncc of 
infallible wifdoni ! Is it poflible that 
darknefs fhould fall upon his path,* or 
t-ftflt his life fhould be mifdircded, .while 
it is conduced by the rules of him who 
gave it ? Is not he who conflrufts a ma-, 
chine moft capable of orderingics. mo- 
... . . tions. 
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iioHsV iind of jgiving laws for its due re- 
^kitioD ? While the ad:ions of man art 
iliredled by the laws of God, it is lb 
long imjx)lltble that he (hould go blinds 
ly forward^ or that his feet jhould not 
wdk in the way of knowledge. He 
moves in one certain and limited fphere, 
where his way is plain before him ; and 
his guide is continually at hand to diredi: 
him, that he turn not to the right bandy or 
to the kft. 

Can any thing be more defirable, in 
this valley of darkncfs and uncertainty, 
than to walk under the brightnefs of 
perpetual day ?-^than to have our paths 
illumined by that glorious Being, who 
has arrayed bimfelf with light as with a 
garment ? 

D4 This 
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.yTM^ is .m)t;l^gr,mor^ thilftitwl^^.^ 
fiffiorf:Wp;Cp^iwaUy enjoys; ;Wi)ilq^^ 
^i;^aj;;es the jpye^dvwilloft GQd»;bj?^rute 

. But as .the pat;h qi ihe nilt may. be laid 
to be a Ibiniao; liq;nt with' relped to ns 
certainty and cleafnels, lo likevvilc.ifmay 
be termed in connderation or th^t Jplea- 
lure and cheart'uhicls which it affords to 
thole wf/e ^hildren^ who have the happi- 
nefs to walki jtbeKfm. _Tbeir ways are, 
indeed, ^e;/n7 cf.tkajantnefs. 'They are 
equally flrangers_to the anxieties of 
d;>ubt and. the . apprehenfions of fear. 
They neither regret, the proipecft that is 
behind theiti, nor tremble at that which 
lies bVfore. Eafy and ferene, they pro- 
. : cecd 

4 
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teod.toiiht.bbuhdarieftiiaf lifei-ian^^^p^ 
proach them with unfhaken rep(>A,:/i •^ 

,.,.".,^chol(;l.^fay. thaj^i^rje is. tb?: en^ of 
*.* all our toils^^tJj)? .4ia>ft;)S!.qf pi}r. e^gh^. 

K<i>i\\\Uv.m^ blincff^Yti^ there, i(MLv!pk 
.'t'j^jiS-ftToyandlch'at fiajeth oot^awajj/ri 
*^'Ai^wt have: hitherto jwalkcdjinu the 
fViigWt ijcff die cy^riafting, God, ?fo^wc 
.'^^^aR^<hebae£onviard ieajoy fnB;gfofiOcis 
^-pcefifhoe* • Notiitrangers tOitrhci^pmi 
H* fofitsJT>£' doing' hisiwill on earthy lai 
" n0W,'ive fliall have the honouf^ arid the 
" happinefs of fulfilling it in heaven— 
*^ we -go to xhav innumeraik company of 
^^idngilsi that exalted fociety . qf igiri- 
^'tual Beings, who have either, like us, 
" difcharged the offices of a mortal life, 
" or have been created from eterni- 

" ty. 
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^ tji, the attendsmts of thbir Innndrtd 

With thefe fulilimc and animatthg re- 
£e6liotis the juft tnan cbfes his life ; h\ii 
before aV ftate of mitkl like this can b^ 
iC(ai(ied» he muft long have toiled iii th^ 
paths a( duty ; the habits of virtue nfuft 
have been confirmed by time, the cxpcc^ 
tations of imnK)rtality enfured by. the 
firoidi faith ; and hope mud hav^ 6M1 
long i a pofTeffion of the mind» before it 
Cah leave behind it a ihoiral certainty of 
that happinefs it had in view. Fof» i 

II. Though the path of the jufi h 2^ 
-ways as ajbining Ugbt^ yet its brightncfi 
is prpgrcffive, and it Jhinetb fMre \and 
mere unto the perfeSi day. 

1 To 
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man mind.miiy hat^ be^fl 6vi^ii«g^6Hgt^ 
nally, nothing is more certain thdf> t!b^ 
it is flrangely depraved. Even virtue 
hciftlfi all amiarbie afs flic isi'nwrf be 
teilig a folidtor, before (he 'oferialhs artj^ 
eftafa9i(hed mtercft in the heitt, "Even 
that degree -of mroral pWfeiSHon ti^Hicfi ii 
titairiabfe itt tHi^ fi!fe txiuft be mi atrditi 
&rKMi of tinie, and cahitot be airtaitied 
witHotit long affiduity. The difpofitfcfits 
of thc^ttiindy natoraHjr ttnditig to vite; 
ttt'^i^ tabe ftibdued inffiahtancOufly; 
nor are fuch converfions, fince the^ceffa- 
tion of miracles, either to be hoped for 
or ^believed. 

Fanatics, indeftdi will pretend to refer 
youtotte day, or to tbevery hour, tvhcii 

THE OREAT WOltK WAS WROTJCHT IH 

iTHBft^ but tWs^ h . td be namfe^red 

amongil 
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Antoo^.-the: mmft) XMn i iielufions/df a 

. .fTJb.CJchangc frpm^Y^^^^ yirtu^f^fujjfl: 

cppver^n, be ,tl^^ (jj/;cv}c qf r^%i)vii? 
ft^ads MfKuian gncefuinfoujidanoni:^}^ 
wilj ipfph^bly. epdiinei^jbutalhor; IWW* 
Pf hf paflions, indeed), #r^< mofeta^j)^ in 
tJti^i^ execution j, but; as they ^rc ip4;hjena* 
felves. changeabl^^.^fQ; will be. all their 
cffefts,.; ;. ;v . ., , .. , .. .^ . 

How flowly reafori prevails upon tKe 
heart to conquer any favourite Inclination 
is wejl known to ^yery.man who has 
made the attempt. ..;But thoug^h.if is 
difficult, it is far frpm- b^ing impoflibk i 
the mod arduousi parts of religious duty 

are 
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trc to be overcome by the concmrrfitg 
affiftance of heaven,, arid hewhofe heart 
kirtipreft with the deepeft charader^ipf 
vice .may in trae; he reclaimed- by the 
affiduities .of reafpn;. .^aflifted and.iup- 
ported by the divine influence. ; ;vv ^ . 

' :Can I here, forfbear to obfccve how 
fijong an admonidon this^diflictilty^iof 
COD-Vcrfion affords againft fmkirig.deep 
ip the habits of fm? Mho. would rcpder 
ibll more laborious -a tafk which- mult 
encc be perfof med ? Who would add 
weight to a burthen which he apprehends 
fio^be already too he^vy, and which. He- 
verchelefs, hemuftbear, or periih ?' 

However, after thefe difagreeablc 
truths, it may afford us fomeconfolation, 
that when once we: have fet pur feet in 
the ihining path of t;jie juft, vic«ue will 

become 
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beconctDore. eafjr to us^ as it become^ 
moce. babitual; that we (hall receive new: 
lights and frefh eiKouragement the fur^ 
ther we proceed, and that the way of 
the righteous Jhineti more and moreufU^ 
the perfeSl day. 

If vice can have. charms fufHcient to 
eftabliSh herieif more fecurely by;habiil 
afi4 cuftom; if guile, whoie:aliaremei»9 
ace.fpecioua and.deceitfuU can^ in time^ 
reconoilfii the heart to aU:it&. horrible dc^ 
formi)ck$^ muqb/mQrc fi^nely fhaUigdod#» 
ncisi» iball virtue prevail byrhabJL Thde 
ai». like, ftichfql - ftiends— ^the fucthcp 
trial wCihay^^ o£ thca% .wfi/ihall£^ cauie 
to love, and value them the more. 

That thcplcafure of religious, dutjriiw 
crea&a in proportion.toihepradice of 
it, weviieed only appeal to .the teftioKmyy 

of 
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of good men in all ages. The kingdom 
of, God is, in this reipeft, to every indi- 
vidual, as a grain of mujiard fui^ fmaU 
and inconfiderable in its (irft principles, 
but, by time and proper cultivation, 
growing up and flqurifhing into a mag* 
nificent body. 

tt is thus too that a righteous perfon 
may be confidered metaphorically as a 
tut planted by the rivers of water ^ which 
not only bringetb forth its fruit in due 
fedfoHf but from the nature of its nutri- 
tious fituation, acquires a ftronger and 
more ample growth. 

The life of a good man affords a pro« 
fpeft not unlike that of a mountainous 
country— Upon the firft view it appears 
barren and foUcary, but as we proceed, 
the fccne changes i and we are prefcnte<j 

with 
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T^ith views bf fertfH'tf dhd beauty p't^ttcfi 
•grovv'vflill more (teli^htful, the fsthhtt 
weadrancc. •*'•" '^^ '"^ 



. The fightcovis not only; r«» with, pa- 
tience the racethdl nj&t before /i?m,.%bnt 
acquire new ftrcngth and a6t}vityV"'as 
they approach. towards the end. Ani- 
mated by ' the divine promifes,*'* tfiey 
ftrerch forward to obtain the high, pHze 
of, their callings the fiqal obj^els or^that 
unihaken faith, whdfc viftorious influ- 
ence overcometh the world — Thus it' is 
that the light of the ]u^Jhineih more and 
vwre unto the perfeSl' day. 

'\li. But the way' of the wided ts as 
darknefs. 

But are not* the' powers of reafon 
ftnd intelligence' equally enjoyed^'b)' the 
• ' •' * wicked 
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wicked AS by the righteous, and doth 
not Gbd make bis fun tojhine both tm tbt 
jufi tmdtn the unjuft ? How then (hould 
the way of the wicked be as darknefs ? 

A ft^teof wickednefs is always deno** 
minated, by the facred writers, a ftate 
of darknefs. That terrible image feem- 
ed to be molt expreffive of the ufthappy 
condition of thofe, who walked in tfic 
hUndnefi of their mind^ alienated from tie 
life ef (kd. Death is another image by 
which their ftate is defcribed. Thus the 
Widted are faid to be dead in trefpafts 
md fins ; and the Apoftle gives them 
a folemn fummons, as it were from the 
grave. Awake thou that fleepefi^ and 
arife from the dead, and Chrifi fhall gi*ue 
thee light. But what is ftill more tx* 
prcfs to the prefent purpofe is the lan- 
guage of Chrift himfelf. When thine 

Vol. I. E eye 
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eye is evily fays he, fiy body dfo is fuS 
cf darknefS'-^Take heed therefore that the 
light which isinthee ie not darknefsJ 
This is as St. Luke relates the paflage.: 
St. Matthew has it more emphatically. 
If the light which is in thee be darknefs^ 
h§w great is that darknefs. 

. The propriety of thefe fcript ure- imag^ 
will appear more clearly if we confid^r 
the tendency which vice has .to darken 
the underftanding. It is necefiary that 
the power of reafon ihould be in a great 
degree fufpended before a man canjun- 
.plicitly . give himfelf up . to the dominicin 
of wickednels : For though the.heart has 
a natural prppcnfity to. vicQ, it is guard- 
ed by a moral fenfe of right and wrong, 
jand this fenfe muft neceflarily .be extin- 
guiflied or fufpended before any man can 
Jbecomeindifcriminately wicked. 

It 
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It IS the fufpenfion of this fenfe, 
and the |)ervcrfion of. the underftanding 
which conftitutes the. moral darknefs 
that is mentioned in the text. 

When the heart is devoted to wicked- 
Bcfs, and involved in guilr, the under- 
ftanding is generally perverted by the 
paffions. A man may reft contented 
without the approbation of others, but 
he cannot be facisfied without his own ; 
he therefore fecks for arguments, how- 
ever fallacious, to pcrfuade himfelf that 
he is in the right, and makes his under- 
ftanding the dupe of his heart. 

But, compared to the Jhining path of 
the righteous, the way of the wicked is as 
darknefi in many other refpe£ls* For 
what are his profpeds cither prefent or 
future f What but a melancholy paflfage 
£ z through 
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through this region of Ibrraw, teirmi- 

nating, at beft^ in in infekiQble grave ? 

Where are the hopes that (hould C(M^ 

fort him under the anguifli of affliftion? 

Where is the faith that fliould fupport 

him in the mbmelifs of anxiety ? Where 

is the confcie'nce that might tncoufage 

him in the hour of refredion ? Alas'] 

his hope ends with that life, of whofe 

miferies he complains -, and, to ulfe xht 

language of the Apoftle, iftftead ci(bold- 

ing faith and a good cdfifdence^ cancemin^ 

faith he. has. made Jh'ipwreck. 

IV. In this rmferable and hopdeft; 

fituation this more than Egyptian 

darknefs, no wonder if the wicked know 

not at what they fimnble. While the 

mind is in a ftate of perplexing uncep. 

itainty, without any determinate ptln- 

v^cjple of faith,, or any rule of z&ho% 

.diffatisfadtion 
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(KflatisfaSioo and confuQoa mull be un- 
a7oi(}9ble« 

It is ipipoflible for any man, however 
wiqHcd,. wholly to divcft himfelf of the? 
appfchcqfions of futurity — Thefe will 
attack i^him at certain tinries, unhinge his 
rf(Qlijtipns,,^nd deftroy his confidcrjce-pr 
Nayi though he hpkjs himfelf the avow- 
cd enemy of fuperftition, he will often 
t)e mpre' fuperftitipus tb^ii thofe whofe 
faith is the fubjed of his ridicule — he will 
often be blunted with groundlefa fears^ 
and become th^ (lave of childiifa tiaiidicy« 

This is agreeable to the charadlcr that 
is given of him in another part of the 
book .of Proverbs, viz. that he fleeth 
when M one purfues \ which has the fame 
fenfe as the exprcffion io the text^ they 
fiumbk at they inow not wlat* ' 

. ' :. £ 3 Such 
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Such and fo different arc the charafters 
and conditions of the wicked and the 
righteous. The life of the one, direftcd 
by the divine wildom and gobdnefs,^ is 
ferene and chearful> and cohifbrtable as 
the light : That of the other, guided by 
no principle of reafon, no laws of that 
Being who gave it, is gloomy, and per- 
plexing, and uncomfortable asdarknefs. 

The righteous fupported by faith and 
hope, finds his happinefe mcreafe with 
his piety, and fees the journey of life 
grow brighter, and more inviting to* 
wards its end: While the wicked, defti- 
tute of every hope that might reconcile 
him to futurity, wanders miferably for- 
ward in darknefs and uncertainty ; per^ 
plexed both with fears that are, and with 
apprehenfions that are not vain. 

Behold 
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Behold here, my friends, two different 
lots ! vChufe which fball be your own. 
Halt not between two opinions. If the 
Lard he God^ worjhip him ; but if Baal^ 
then "tioorjhip bim. If the ways of wick* 
edfic^ dcUght you, > remember theykad 
througbidarknefs-tp 4eaEth— If the path 
of the juft be your choice, enter into it, 
and mzy God frofper you on your way. 
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S E R M O N ly. 

The diiFerent Conditions of 
the Wicked and the Righte- 
ous confidered in fevctai\ 
Views. 



Psalm cxviii. 15. 

^be Voice of Joy and HeaUb is in the 
Dwelling of the Righteous. 

W ERR the principles of religion 
recommended to us only by the 
influence they muft have on the happi- 
nefs of human life, no wife man would 
haftily defpifc tbcm. 

For, 
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f^j If human laws have their foiwt^ 
dation, their fecurity in thofe prmcipks ;; 
if the order and the harmony of fociety 
arc preferved by them ; if they enforce 
the vitttics of temperance and good will,, 
and prbdoce both health of body and 
^cc of mmd — fuch effefts are fureljr 
moft intereilins:. 



•&• 



But, in the grft place, we (bould 
make it our enquiry, whether religion is 
really capable of producing fuch cflBcfta^ 
or whether fhedoes not owe all her ami- 
able attributes to the partial praifes of 
her own profeflbrs. 

This enquiry we (hall be able to pro- 
fccute moft effaftuiliy by comparing the 
oppofite charadcrs * of the wicked and 
the righteous, by vtionfidering the lives 
of thdt who make religion their guide* 
<:w and 
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and 6f . diofe who^ are aftuatcd by, ^ffc- 
tciu: principles. . .••■■. a. > 

While wcpurfue the argument, itiiuy. 
be worth our while to take io theobler- 
vations- which the faqred writers.. h»yc 
g^ven us^on. this fubje6fc,. not in ordei; to. 
borrow any evidence from their, afferr 
tions, but, if poffible, to illuftrate and: 
confitm their obicrvations^ by an appeal 
to experience, and by«.tbe teftimony of) 
fafts, 

" The wicked fleeth when no one. 
** purfucs -, but the righteous is as bold 
*^ as a lion.'* 

Guilt and fear are infeparablc. Hc^% 
who is confcious of a. crime, if he is not> 
dead to all fenfibility, mufl: be apprek 
henfivc eitber.of puiidlhmencxu:di%ra$:e^ 

or^. 
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or, flioitid he triumph undctefted-in- 
the fccrcey of his villainy, he cannot fljr 
the accufktions of his own heart— -Con* 
fcience wHl folicit hrm with the^ nioft- 
unwelcome impertinence*— with' honeft* 
obftinacy, will hold up the miiror ta 
his conduf):, alarm him with^ the future^ 
and reproach him With the paffi; This 
is not an imaginary pifturc : It is bor* 
rowed from rite univerial experience^ 
and acknowledgement of mankind. All 
agree that fear is the companion of 
vice 5 and the teftimony of thofe wha 
have happily returned to virtue- is, in- 
this cafe, indiiputable. 

On the other hand, he who afts upon 
the principles of religion, lives and 
thinks at eafe. He has nothing to ap- 
prehend cither from punifbment, or dif- 
grace, from aa injured^ neigh bo^sr, or an 
'- offended 



Qffendcd Qod. His bolddefs is iiQt the 
tripaf^ph of daring guilt, nqt; an a6<(^4 
cwfideoce ariGng /roai the overthjQw - 
of truth and ref^dioa, which can laft < 
only during the hour of riot, or, the i()t> 
^lepce of ilupief;|i6);ion«— it is z Qfi^dj: 
and a Rafting prinfiplct.fupportcid by. the ^ 
tcftimonics of. confci^occ and of re^faot 
A gpod man is, therefore, in npcircumi-r 
flapces fahjed to any other fear thaa' 
that rcvenence for his God which foothcs. 
Ijiniji while it awes-,„ — that delightful- 
{earj, which, founded, in love and grai;!-^ 
tude, knows no other anxiety, than wh^t - 
accompanies the agreeable defirc ta 
pieafe. 

^* I have feen the wicked ift great 
" power, and fpre^ding himfclf lifec th*- 
** green bay •, but he pafled away, apdt^ 
«• lol he was wcj I fought hiov '^^^ 

. . ' ^ '' he- 



-^ he could not be found. ♦ * ♦ Yet 
•* haire 1 ncwtr itth the righteous fbr- 
«* {akei>9 net his feed begging their 
« bread.** 

Such were the dbfervatkms of the 

Pfalmift, with refpeA to the tempord 

tronditions^ of the wicked and ^hertghte? 

ous.«— But hene it may^ poffibiy, be ob* 

jeded that, under the mofaicai difpen* 

rfation, temporal rewards and punifh-^ 

4nents were the principal fan£tions of 

religion ; atidthat thtfe were neceflarily 

tttott ftianifeft, in proportion as the 

p fofpc gt s of futtiritjT were lefs Certaiii--. 

-that the Jews; in general, looked upon 

the misfoftuftes ind affliAions tf the 

wicked ^0 betlitimttiediate^fFedt of the 

-divinejudgments; and that it was, therc- 

ifote^^no wondd:, if the writer of the- 

4pilalms ht fell ati obfefyatioft Wtiich was 

8 «thc 
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the obvious confequence of a principle 
of faith. To thcfci objedions I will al- 
•Jow their futt force without exception^ 
or reply — I defire nothing more than an 
appeal to the experience of mankind, 
and to common obfervation, whether 
fucccfs h not naturally annexed to vir- 
tue, and whether mifery and misfortune 
are not the moral confequences of vice, 
altogether exclufive of divine fan6tions 
and interpofitions. 

Have not many of thofe, who by dif- 
honed means. have raifed themfelves to 
the eminence of power,, fallen a facrifipe, 
cither to private treachery, or to public 
xefentxDent ? Can he, who. owes bis dig- 
nity to villainous cpmbinadons, fecure 
any intercft with the faithful, or with 
the honeft ? And — if not, is he not al- 
vf^$ liable to be fubverxed by the fame 

: wretches 
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•wretches who contributed to raife him ? 
Will tbiyhsazrd themfelves in the de- 
fence of a man, whom either the vievl's 
•of private intereft, or a natural prone- 
nefs to villainy alone excited them to 
•raife ? Nay, will they not^ven rejoice in 
'the ruin of fuch a man, not from the 
'love of virtue, or of their country, but 
from an innate principle of malignity? 
—The hiftory of the world furniflies us 
with numberiefs inftances of this kind. 

•On thexontraryv a good man .has the 
.patronage of mankind for his fupport.; 
and it has feldom been known, even 
amongft unenlightened nations^ that he 
lias not died in peace. It has rarely hap- 
pened that he, who was eminently dil- 
stinguilhed by his virtues, has been long 
<diftreB<td^ilher'by cn^'v or oppreffion. 

5omc 
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Some inftancesy no doubt* there are, 
^ot only where the righteous have fuf- 
fcrcd promifcuoufly with the wicked, 
but where the power of the latter has 
4>pprefn:d the former even to death. 
Thefe are the inevitable confequences 
of moral evil, without the admiQion of 
which, freedom of will, and even tht 
poflibifity<rf virtue, would be totolly de- 
ilroyed. But thefe aSbrd no general 
proof that goodnefs has not a oioral ten- 
dency to the fecurity and the profperity 
of greatnefs. So far from it, indeed^ that 
-the almoft aniverfal furprize and indig- 
nation which the oppreffion of virtue in 
any ftation occalions, is a teftimony that 
iuch an event is not only very deteftable, 
iDUt very rare. 

if the lot of the righteous ]$ fallen in 
:thc lower fphcrc of life, there is yet , 

little 



SK RM O N^ IV^ €5 

Uctle probability that he fhouid either be 
deftitute himfelf, or thiat hi9 children 
ihould beg their bread. His attention 
to His^ duty will make hitn temperate 
and induftrious, and tei^fiperance 'and 
mduftry are the parents of health afl[d 
plenty;- • •'"''' 

, " The joy of the righteous contifti^ 
^ eth, but the hope of the wicked fiiaU 
« bcdeftroyed." v> 

In ^his changeable and uncertain fta^c 
pf life,, where, every fcheqfie of happi- 
oefs we can form is always liable to ,bp 
broken ; where chance or error may de^ 
llrpy the laboured efFcfts of prudence 
and induflryv where the faculties of 
fenle and health are expofed to ruin from 
the flighfeft-accidem^ certainly the only 
reaibnable and 'fati^f^ftory means jgf 

Vol. I. F happi- 
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Dt^Mi&muil be thofe chac are founded 
m the hoptf8 of piety. 

A £cw ho»r4 or a few day&iof paU% 
Ivould be tolerable^ were vfe fupported 
hf the e)(pc£lation of a certain relief. 
Such always is the condition of the 
righteous : Whether he fuffers the com- 
itfM or the extraordinary evils of I}fe» 
th<y irt^ alteviaied by the profped of a 
certain, and a happy cHaftge I a change 
which fhall exempt him from mifery for 
ever', and, from thofe patns and for- 
rows, which await the condition of mdr- 
(alicy, fhall remove htm to the regions 
of everlafting reft— to dwellings where 
the voice of joy is heard perpetuaHy-*-^ 
where the benevolent Father of nature 
has prepared eternal happiness for the 
righteous, and where he» who fuBered 
the affliAions of mortal evil, fliaU, witk 

that 



Aat affefficih peculiatt" to his charafter, 
wipe off all fears from all eyis^ and bid 
forrow and mourning fee away. 

Deprived of thel^' Hopes, tht great 
Ibppbrt of the rightebus,^ ivbere Jhiztl the 
mgodtf and the Jinfter appear ? For it is 
affortCd (and ^ve Ih^tl fend the aflcrtion is 
not vain) that his hdp'eJhdU he dejiroyed. 

Thdfe anxieties artd'diftreflfes^ which 
either befall him ih-the common courfc 
irf chingi^i or hav^ treen immediately 
occaSoned by his 'bWnr foHies and vices^ 
vill bear upon him with all their force, 
—Tliat' great' relief of h^niah riliiery^ 
the profpeft of future happineft, he is 
entirely deprived of. As his only agree- 
able cxpedlatibhs are confined to this 
life, he can have nothing to fet againft 
its conmion evils ^ and tliey muft liecef- 
F 2 farily 
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farily wound lunx in his tcwlicrcft. at. 
tachments. \ . . " - • . 

But when extraordinary calamities at- 
tack him ; when;he^find» himfclf ifxvolv- 
cd in hopelels misfortunes — what can he 
do but give himfelf up to unavaifing 
compliainc, and mourn over the profpcdi: 
of irremediable mifery ? 

^ Lo I thisris the man that took tiot 
** God for his truft.; but trufted in the 
•' multitude pf bis riches, and ftrcngthr 
?« tned himfelf iijL his ungodlinefs." 

The evangelical Prophet compares the 

wickcd.to " the troubled fea» which can- 

•* not.r^ftv whofc waters call forth mire 

J** and dirt."— But " the fruits of right- 

. ** .cpufncfsx' we are told by the Apoftle, 

>^*arc ptiacc atod joy iii believing^" 



t^hc^^ftfcfs and pr6priciy ohKe 
phec^fi Cocn{iariron dr<i d^tf^Miely; obVi^iUe' 
If we atte;nd to the oharadter^and ckftkli^f^- 
of tiie vinicked, welhailKirdthemincdri^' 
fiftbnC)' uneaff) and tumultuous. . l^^d^ 
Iiopes that ate ibundrd- nierel^ omthe^ 
things jcif this world moft&equendfter^ 
minate in difappointment : the pAirfuitSr 
of vice are attended with pain and dif- 
gWft <^ • iffegivfar ■ appetites • deftroy" the 
bedth of the i body if » and ungoverned' 
pafliOns : foanilh peace ttom the mi(id<, 
How drcadftji then niiril be the iccrndi- 
ribii of that wretch, whofe hopes * arc 
fruitlefs, whofe purfuics are painful,' 
whofe health is defiroyed, arid whofe 
peace fs bam(hed ! 

' He, whofe eonduft cannot claim the 

teftimony of reafon, if he liiolcs 'back 

upon his paft life, muft turn from it,- 

F 3 diflatisficd 



f^jHfpd le the &ista€j^ bc^ b iprcsfefMidL 

9 fm>fp(^ wflich «cab Aevdr te; IpMkidli 
\^n with mdtfiirekico^ by hi on ifho^ htai 
iccurrd tso hiitettft. ib the allbtitieMs o£ 
ctertkityi 

Thtk reflcdions trc fufficiefit ta em^ 
bitter even the moments tf picafureii buc 
tAey wiH make their af)pi<»ich at o^ titne 
wftei^ theit » ^ndthiflg to oppbfetir over^ 
boar tiiem'-^in fcbe hbor of foKtudc amt 
filehce ! SiKdl the tvetcked iienfindt^l 
Shdtt iie ftifle the diS^es of conlciedoe^ 
>¥hen every paflion is latiigOid idbtfl i»nta« 
flamed ? Or fiiall he triumph over rea^ 
iail by tfh affected ia^tfifibilhy^ lo vair^ 
^1^ b« ao:cffi(pt%o prove ^hat ite^norfe 
^lldi»ti^4item>¥4he]|^arn(M(ic^ . 

But 



Boi ^fhiiis 0f r^bi€imlhefsy we irre 
told b^ Che' A^ftfe^ impeaetMijcy in 

|lf (fbc Sigh(CPUfi to^tint {>f (be widfqddl 
A confiftqiKy-pf fcRtHBCwfir .afl4 aa;QfMJh 
nefs of mind, difcover themfelves in all 
fhe Aryans of jt gpo^/jioao, and poace 
and tranquillity attend him in evc^fcenc 
of life. What pleafure can be equal to 
4mm; j«^I^ 4is fOit&Mtii ^floMt 'Mm, 
«4eifi*A^liiifo'Qf e^«Miftent ¥irtue ptrfefilc^ 
iNf^etf 16 4li6 yieMF<(^a^ When he h>6fd 
ferward^ Kts fuMre ftate, he then ^ek^ 
rin* f)e«c and jojr %i ifelicvihg;, i;«^tel 
Ihe Apoftle 4eclafefr toH^eiSie frtiltti' of 

ki8t?gkie€HrfAe6. • ' i ni 

f ' . • ■ , ' * . •, ^ 

- ' • r ■ , « 

an intereft with the Supreme Bkfiii^^ ri^^ 

F 4 furcly 
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iurdly; conceive the moil exalted ho^s. 
/^i|^n hq cooteiDpl|kces the gloriousf ttt* 
tributes of his Maker and Rpd^nnert 
his tranfcendent goodnefs, his unbound- 
ed' power* he may juftly formtheliigiieft 
fej[pe£kations <^ thic^ inheritance ^bich 
ifaall be the portion of the juflr. ' ^ ' 



-; Hence the wiii cf jiy is biard in bis 
inXHMiftgs. r i r. ::. . • 

or.::- ■ -• • :'• ■■■: - .-•- 
, From what.h^s been Oibfervedyit cnay 
b^ juftly conplpded how much iAiperior 
.^e.pleafures of religion are to all worldly 
i^njayments, fince tbofe can makcf.^Q 
pain ^^nd calamity tolerable-^-how m^di 
preferable the li^e of a good, man ist 
even in this world, to that of the wicked* 
fince his piety has not only a final, but 
a^pn^fent and natural tendency to make 
him happy* 

May 
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May, therefore, the Almighty give 
us gNtte and wifd^niTtt avuil •ourfelves 
of tBefe concfuGons !— May he infpire us 
with fuch a fenfe of his infinite good- 
oelgiiaQS <^ his g^^ious ^oiiteni faclhis 
creatuit;9« xbat w^tnay j^oice in-iiis fer- 
vice both now and evermore ! 



}•■, ;; f 
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Tht Fdly, Guik and Mi(c)ty 

'"' ' bJF; habitual pifconte ' 



Lam. iii. 3^. 
H^erefore Jbould a living man complain ? 

DISCONTENT fecms to have a 
natural inheritance 10 ibme minds, 
and, what (hould, feemingly, be incon* 
fiftent, they are never fa much at eafe^ 
as when they complain. As if they 
were in love with the mifcry whereat 
they repine, they fo induftrioufly cheriih 
the remembrance of k^ that they re- 

foie 
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Mc ekrrifctlK rciief /vrfuch time knil van 
nttf ^tmAdMi^libif iMting with tbem. 
llhff|Lvim for ^vish (contetnplatkig ihs 
^ionray: fids ^of lifc, and ths afpetv* 
aAoet>f jeyor^afore items l6 be.a 
iMiJbdf*Tii%iipdmtdi€Q^ catheou Wsbac-^ 
emiM&ra dseafptifl of JoaUmity^ thoiiigh 
mmoie finootii tHdr w^a conceFm^ uttK 
mdiairely <cutiiii^^tfM^ attention i ami 
ttey IkkiifuHy ^h^ tte ^okti^fiif ibr>. 
row, though it be heard frMti ^ar« 
They join in the complaints of mifery, 
wk finom any igooeniiit ior.C£an|)afl[k)n- 
tte joitoives, Ikut: tebaofir j&idi .tom^ 
fiiMts arne iagneoafafe no ilieir oatxrra} 
temper, and gracifyiiheir ifxiiMtitai tor 
murmur with fre(b fubjefts of diftrefs. 

:.;$^9^)d a.^ri^. of ffais teinf>er he* 
kB4;«::if«fi% Mr-die. 'brink •»£ ruin, 

:-. :.i he 



he vfoidd not feel one emotion o£) pity 
for icfs'appr€iaclm)g^«iulef7» hari* weie 
it in bis power, : would he contribute iH 
preve]>t it : Such .-i pfeyenubn wouU 
be ft dfHappointment.tdjhim, as it would 
depriye him of what he.always embxacca 
with eagernefs, arteent occaQon tacom- 

plain-i For he would radier fee the 

world itfelf in perpexual inifery, than 
have DO room to .nuirmur at xjiG diftrc/f* 
fesirf life,. : : / 

- Y6t furcly nothing can be more ab- 
furd than to indulge fuch a,difpofition ; 
for the- life of man has no mifcry fo great 
as habitual difcontenc. 

Pain and ficknefs are generally tran* 
iient evils. They are cither i^(»bved 
by the return of health, or relieved by 

intervals 
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iot^i^vals pf eafe, of,: 9t.{he wo^r ftre 
ma^c^ .iiupportable by hope : but a orind 
hatxifu^^. to co(np)ain^ that quarrels 
witjireycgr occurrence of, Hfe, and im- 
pUcit^ (gives icfelf; up;t((^ caufelefs pttu« 
)aQCC»,: or unreafondblf > difgult, .,is : £or 
e.vcr.xxiilcr^ble» : .;; .- : . r » 

It Js hot, iodecd,^ given to man to 
be enurely free. from iolicitude,iv)r to 
pafs through life witfi, invariable tran- 
quillity -^^Thcfe ' are th6 privileges of 
fuperior beings, who, as tlicy are above 
the reach .of misfortune* are Grangers 
u> diftrefs. It.wa^s never intende^d thai: 
we fhould be entirely free from care» 
which is, in a moderate degree,- ,ncecf- 
fary for the fupport of a life, doomed, 
£Eom creatiofi, tOj (\^\?6& by. labour. 
Bi^t, whatever. exciqcids a nioderate care 
2 is 



When the nnii4ifi!tiei«atiif'ttik6Kl^^ 
feeukr attenciooSy^iipd makes'tlJe^ 
cf thk world- tb«)j^)tt^ "abjea^ 
iti^ cQncem^ ' fitMh^ |f h^ vmceitsiyi ^^^i 
nid coBditioii^ of'tlM^i^^ thmgaf,' ic<'ti 
neceflarily meet Vrith many idifir^y]^ 
ments, be fometim^ rQortified, and 
quently perplc;ci?d/-^^-^Thefe evils j 
(dually lead to '.^^t)Jtual 4ircofitent : 
"temper* grows gloomy, and the fpir 
Afcompofci 

' To* perfuade th'ofe* who labour m 
this iRrretched'tiifri of' mind to cQti 
theil: bwrt cafe ' afrd ;happihcfs,' I wc 
"offer the /oftdWih'g COrilideratibns.' ' 

• ' I. iFo be uneikfy uhdef the fcvfera! 
ttMtiftaAcet and cyc!nf ^ of hwitisih' 



moAnpfiKeed firom the wanr ei-kdua 
confidtnce in God. ^ 

• He who is fimily. iatisfied of the ioft* 
mfc:.circ of PiLonDEKcs, who acknow* 
UgCB the ju&icc o£ his 4i^enfiicibiisi 
and relies on his regard for his crea^> 
tures, however inconvenient his lot, in 
ebe prefent difpofitton of .things, may 
appear^'will never be deje£ted^achuf> 
man occurrences^. He knows that xhf 
att^Wffe Author c# the univeHV is beft 
able to determine what isDecefl^ry^or 
convenient for him ; and though his 
ptflkge throu^ life may appear plin- 
Mor tiroublefome, he* concludes that it 
may probably be fafer than t>ne that 
wai fmoother and Icfs perpfexrng^-If 
he is t/bliged to drink the bitter cup of 
adverfity, he remembers,rwfth a con- 

fcioufnefs 

2 
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&iouibe&of:hi8 0wn faftty, how monjF 
have been intoxicated jf^ith the :Cbp o£ 
joy -And, in (hort, under every cir- 
cJumftance,- he lays hold on this^ c6n- 
folation^ that whatever thb eye o£oPfa>: 
^idence fufiersi; it^ imifb br foe; -the 

beft. i'i: V. ■::;:■ . ;. " » ..• 

i" r ■ : > ..« '.:•: ^:i f' :^' - J 

He«' then^ who is dilT^tisfied with -his 
portion in life, n^oit be withQut;-a pro- 
per fenfe of the ETE:RN^i. PRoyu>iBi?qE} 
and to be without tlla^t (enfe is a-dreadr 
ful, degree of folly incjeed I . 

. , Another general c^i^e of difcontent 
proceeds .from , over- rating the good 
things, pf this life« IVlore than half of 
maokind ^^ntertain ni^tlaken opinions, of 
tbofe things which .they have never, ppt 
fcflcd. They look upon the luxuf:y.j[^ 

affluence, 
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iffloence^ and the pomp of grandeur as 
leplete with fome wonderful degree o£ 
felicity which they have never enjoyed ; 
but which, however, in the common 
• eftimate of things, they think themfelves 
as well entitled to enjoy, as thofe that 
poflefs them. Dazzled and carried away 
by fliining appearances, they never re- 
flet that happinefs is not a fubftanccf 
but an idea; and that ir can no more 
confift in the advantages of wealth or 
fplendor, than the foul can confift of 
the grofe particles of the body. The^ 
never confider how many aching bo- 
ibms belong to power and affluence; 
nor obferve that thefe are, in general; 
rather .produAive of wikpy than c^n^ 
tent. To them -they appear to have A 
thoufand charms; but they are charm$ 
which ignorance and novelty alone eon* 
. Vol. I. G fcr 



fer upon them -^-^^ ignor^fiGc th^t h 
blind ! and novelty that livev but 8 
day ! 

Jt is moft commonly^ indteed^ in Uttla • 
and uninformed minds that a habit oi 
repining ac more affluent cixcumftances 
&i)d^ a place ) aqd,: if I might haaaiid a 
general obfepva^ion on this ftibjcdk* I 
would venUM-e to a/Hrm that there i^ 
BO better ar^umeiti of thegreatnefe or 
the excellence of apy hunaaa mind, than 
t^ happinpft it ^pofTeffes. Not lo be 
(hocked at the gi«at nnsfoFlunes^ of 
life, nor to b^ affeded when tibe near 
coBneftions of the heart are br<^n^ n 
ttoc expected froro mart^ bccaufe it 
is inconfiflicnt with his paSions and 
powers ; but lo-repinr at every tittle 
accident that thwarts our cxpcAations, 

or 



or fuits noc with our convenience^, 
proves that tlie mind is fixed on lictki 
objeft^. 

11. How gnfortunaxe^: nly, how im^ 
pious, as well as fooliih, is fuch attemper 
as this r 

While it renders a.anaaunfit fop: the 
pleafures of fociety, (which he neithw 
wjoys hirofelf, nor fuffers, others to cof-- 
joy through his in3peiM;incnt complaint?) 
it makes him equally dtfqualified^ foi; 
the duties of religion : for how ihouli 
he apply to that God for affiftancc oij 
proteftion, whofe Providence his com- 
plaints cither accufc or deny ? what ac- 
cepuble wor(bip can he offer to a being; 
whom he either believes to be uocosw 
ceraed ia the government of the world;, 
G 2 Qr^ 
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pr, if Jie admits his government, .quaF- 
ccls with his adminiftration ? nay, how, 
indeed, Ihould he entertain any thought3 
of his duty, when his fecular concerxw 
ate too much for his mtndf 

If we form a right idea of our Creator 
: and ourfelvcs — If we confider our fitu- 
ation in life as the immediate direftion 
of Providence in the great order of 
things, we muft furcly rcfled that to be 
diiTatisBed with the determinations of* 
the Supreme Wifdom and Jullice, muft 
be to reproach that wifdom, and to im- 
peach that jufticc. 

'But, what! (hall the creatures bfan. 
hour cenfurc the wife regulations of ever- 
lafting knowledge ? (hall man, who owes 
his being -to the Al mighty 'sgoodnefs, 

■and 
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and the 'continuance of it to his care, 
quarrel with his facred difpenfations, and 
diftruft his mercy ? Shall a r living maiv 
complain? Is not fuch a condudiv in th& 
Egheft degree, impious aed ungrateful?, 
and is not the divine goodnefs more thaa 
fufficiently vindicated, when thofe, wha 
thus abufe it,, yet live to' complain K 
Surely this is a moft dangerous temper 
of mind — and thofe who can acknow* 
ledge it to be their own ought to trem«* 
ble. left the divine difpleafure (hould 
uke from them that being which they 
bear about with unthankfulnefs and dif^ 
content. Gody indeed, isjlow to anger ^ 
and -of great goodnefs -, he knowstb whereof 
we are made ; he remember eth that we ar$ 
hut duit — but thcn^ fball the thing Jormed 
fyy unto him that formed //, Why haft thou. - 
m^tde me t buy? 

G 3 Nothing : 
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Nothing can be nnore<:on^vincihg thtfh 
the arguments which reaibn afibrds in 
il^porc of the great duty of religioiM 
refignation ; yet the felfifh and the inn- 
pious might ftill^ poflibly, Bnd feme 
evaflon, feme excufe for their prefump- 
tuous and ungraeeful cenfares on Pro- 
vidence, were not thsu duty indifpen- 
fibly enjoined in the Tacted writings. 
—But when we are, there, exprefsl^ 
commanded to iis thankful, to praife, 
for every inftance of his bounty, our 
cFkther who is in heaven, »to acknow- 
ledge his goodnefs in all his difpenfa- 
tions, and to bear thofc evils which are 
incident to this life with patience, Ihall 
we prefume, by the contrary behaviour 
tJf cavilling and regret, to tranfgrefs or 
iiegled the divine commands ? Every 
iholy motive caHs upon us, every reaibo- 

able 
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•ijblc inducetncnt ioyites m to be hum- 
bly grateful, and dutifuHy refigncd. 
Whatever our fituation, or our cirdum- 
ftances tnay be, kt us remember that 
lie i9ho gave us this life has an ever- 
lafting fight to oar gratitude for that 
gift^ and that no circurtlbmces^, what- 
ever, of accidental calamity can acquit 
m of thofe obligations w^e have to b^ 
tbankfDl to him. 

But thankfulnefs and difcohtent can 
never dwell togjether. The fentiments 
t)f gratitude arife frbni chearfulriefs and 
i'erignation, and can find no place iri 
ia mind that is accuftomed to complain. 
To be grateful for any gift, we muft 
Erft be pleafed with it 5 for few minds 
are capable of fuch abftradted virtue as 
to retain a lafting gratitude for a favour 
G 4 which 
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which they found troublcfome or incon'^' 
.venient. 

It is irapoffible for any man who 
is difcontented with himfelf to be con- 
tented with his God : ic is in:)pofliblc 
that, with any other than a mere nnpck- 
worfhip, he fhould offer his thanks to 
the fupreme Providence for bis ereatioHi 
his prefervation^ and all the bkffings of a 
life, which his gloomy difpofition made 
him look upon as a curfe. 

Such was the guilt which of old, at- 
tended thofe that murmured^ and were 
dejtroyed of the dejiroyer. A guilt which, 
in this, as well as in all other cafes, is 
accompanied with mifery. 

III. If we regarded only the happi- 
nefs of this life, we (hould find that the 

refignation 
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fefigtration which is expeAed from us as 
an adt of piety, would prove the means 
of comfort — If there are a thoufand pof- 
fiblc accidents which no prudence can 
guard againft, no fagacity forefee,. fhall 
wc mourn what it was not in our power 
to obviate^ and what human wifdom 
could not avoid ? To be over folicitous 
about events which we cannot com-f 
mand — to be diflatisfied with occurrences 
which an^fwer not the luxury of expeda- 
tion^ nor the predidions of fanguine 
hope*—— what is it but to involve our- 
felves in needkfs anxiety and avoidable 
diftrcfs? 

. A mind accuftomed to complain, etcr-« 
Dally apprehenfive of new difappoint-. 
ments, and the various diftrefies which^ 
in the wide field of poflibility may como 

to 
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to pfifi, can never be at ealle. EiriOf 
new day uriil bring nearer foxne profped 
of mifer/, and every hour difguft with 
ibme diiagreeable circum (lance, or fomtt 
trivial inconvenience; 'till the mind^ 
by long murmur'mg, acquire an habttMl 
gloominefs, and life itfelf become one 
horrid fcene eicher of real, or imaginary 
evils. 

That this terrible condition may ©ever 
be ours, let us avail ourfelves of every 
argument that reafon or religion fiiggei^ 
againft iL Let us confider what has been 
already obfcrved, that to repine at the 
events of life proceeds from a-miftakcn 
idea of Providence, and the want of a 
due confidence in its care— ^that only by 
over rating what are called the good 
things of this world, we look upon our^ 

6 fclves 
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j&Wtt as hardly ufed in the diftributioa 
H3f them— that difcontwit muft be no in- 
ferior degree of guilt, as it is not only 
a difparagemcftt of the care of Provi- 
•dence, but repugnant to his exprefs 
commands — and, laftly, that habitual 
murmuring is not the way to alleviate, 
hut to aggravate affliftion. 

If tbde confiderations had their due 
-wdght, furcly iittk more would btpinc- 
ceflary to jpcrfuade gloomy forrow to feck 
it's happinefs in rcfignation. 

To add to the force of thefe argu- 
ments, let it' be considered by the careful 
-about many things^ that, if future good 
is the objeft of their folicitude, to fear 
God and to keep hh commandments is the 
way to obtain it without difappointment, 
perfeft and cterflal.-T-That, if prefent 

afflidions 
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affiidions are the- caufe of their c 
plaint', to endure them with . patU 
as it is^ the duty of a Chriftian, fo 
the only means of; making them . i 
fuppoFtabte. 

Godibrevervgrant that under no 
cumftaoces we may depart from 
duty, that we may bear every even 
lifc' as becometh dependent crcati 
and fd pafs through things temporal^ 
wejnalfylo/e notJbe things eternaU. 
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Paraphrafe and Refledlions on 
the Story of Jofeph. 



Gen. xlv. 4. 

lamjofeph your BrotbeVj whom ye fild 
into Egypt. 

THERE is no ftory in the facred 
writings in which the heart has 
fo nvucbto do as that of Jofeph. Pride, 
envy, furpriz€, -afFeftion, fear, hope, and 
joy have their fcveral turns, and, as we 
tead, ftrike upon the attention, or excite 
^tfae paflions. 

Jofeph 



\ 
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Jofcph was one of the younger chil- 
dren of Jacoby. and indulged with thofe 
particular forbearances and endearments,, 
which are always due to the tendereft: 

years- Theft little diftindtioas of hii 

father's love were, however, the fource 
of many mifcries to him ; and they leave 
an ufeful leflbn to all parents^ ta beware « 
left they fow the feeds of jealoufy in the 
hearts of brothers. 

Envious of Jofeph^s fuperior favour 
and privileges-,, hrs brethren had loiig 
looked upon him with diiguft, ^il>, ac 
Uft, aivunforiunacecircumftance turited 
their jealoufy inta rarliour. The iftBO- 
aeat and unwary yc^utb inadvertently 
told them that, in a dream he bcrfadd 
their (heaves iMking, oieifanie to bis. 
*^ What! my officious favourite^fureljr 
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• this i^ too much : Your fmooth tales,. 

• and your prattling careifts- have 

• caught the heart and the ear of your 
•* uMhinking father — but to grow vain 
•^ np<yn your diftinflion, young man !-= — 
«• to add infuls to treachery !— not eon- 
•* temed with robbing your brethren of 

• a father's j&vour, would you alfode* 
•* pfive them of their fiberty ? And do 
*• yoti-expefl; that thofe who are yotrr 
•• fuperiors by birth and age, fliould 
«• hth/ lik« flaves to yoti ?^ 

-: . -,: / . 

. HiDW fpecioua are facb reproachea a^ 
tbefet, and vfh^ an air of equity and 
teafisrot do they aySunae ! It is the pecu- 
liar misfortune of innocence, that it 
makes us too inattentive to the confe- 
qudftd^a of our common actions : And 
Witila wc M Vf fufp^tt that the world 

has 
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has any other deGgns or fentimedts than 
fuch as.pafs in our own breafts, we find 
that the moll trivial circumftances of our 
condudb, many trme^^ become a fnare to 
us. Unhappy Jofeph ! Poor unexperi^ 
enced boy ! Little didft thou think that 
the innocent recital of thy dream ihould 
draw upon thee fo 4nuch obloquy, fo 
much envy ! Behold ! Unapprehcnfive 
of the rage that Avas already kindled 
againft him, he unwarily lets fall an- 
other circumftance which blows it up to 
the utmoft fury. I dreamed, fays he, 
(with the fame undefigning innocence) 
Behold I I have had one dream more ; 
and the Jun^ the moon, and eleven flats did 
reverence to me. . . \ 

Enyy, when inflamed to the utmoft, 
vents not itfelf in idle reproachesi but 

plots. 



plots, ia horrid filence^ ihb ruin ofiit's 
abje6t.- .-. : i n r-^'^. ::y •.- . -...'; ^ 

The unnatural brethren nbvr no.long- 
er threatened or reviled ; but at once de- 
termined to iacrifiap .atli^e-^ obnoxious 
to their pride. The^fccDC? x)£ this' ffaodk-' 
ing refoldcioQ wai tlie/^ddj of Dothan^> 
where chey.>were keeping iheep,- a foepe' 
rfpaftoral-fimpliciiy; 'butmot of pafto** 
ral innocence.- Thcflc^Jflfeph came-.to* 
fcek his brethren. • Teilime^ £iid the.af^ 
feftionate youth to a ilrahgb' in thervslayi' 
haft thoa^feen my brethren ^ Behold I- 
am i/vandering in..the(e:l6ntly 6Ql^^|t9 
feck them -, tell me, I pwyithee, wJlpro 
they keep their flieep. They have left 
th^ fields bf Schechann' t&pli^ the fti!an- 
gcr, ahd Sfe'gOnc to Dothaii^ there wilt 
thou'fihd'tKehiJ ^ '1 <iryi(:i:j r-j-^,i 
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**9robablj/( thtt was fotne more retired 
place, fome darker and remoter defert, 
in which they chofe to execute their hor- 
rid purpofer - 

^ " He conies^ they cried, be comes. 
^^'Beholdthe dreamer! Npw vain boy ! 
*r Thou (haltr how fuffcr for thy pride, 
«* thy infolence, and thofe coaxing; arts 
*' thou haft madeufeof to feduce the 
*«* ear of thy fether 5 that ear is now toa 
** far off to hear thy complaintsj neither 
«f (hall they abufe it any more^ -. Gome, 
^f let iis flay him, and throw him into a 
« pk : we ihall fay. ibmo wtidibbaft hath 
•'"'dfeyourcd'lxiimr/'; 

-':.Thush4d.the unhappy youth fallen a 
ficpifice toibc.i^n^y wd thje-j^^ajftufy^of 
his cruel brethren, but Reut^n^rti^c ge* 
i|Wous,i the amiabJi?; Reuben in.oqpfs^ied. 

!• Hold, 
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*« Hbld^ ra(h m^h-! unAaturd ' arid 
^' tmfeefing brothers 4 Let us rtoc in orid 
*•* thoughtfefs motnerit thWw arway the 
" peace and innoceftcsf of our whole 
^^ lives. GoodGodI how am I afto- 
•• hlfhed It the h«yrrt>v<jf your refoiir- 
^* tio&! for the fafce.of hca»i^en, befprt 
^ ydur hands are €nnHfiwd':in the bloofd 
^ ofirtiiDcentey a:bniihcr'» blood! L irr- 
^ i¥eeir»yoiiy €ciTrfidflr-^«rii« is tbchffe 
*• you we ateoruc . to itike away ? A liife 
^* derived ffom the hmc fauatain with 
^* yoxir omiy fed ft^cwtv: tfcc iamc brcaft, 
" tfntf (*crifkedby thefetoe afieftroni 
^ B«rt this is not alJ : If 6a' will pkwige 
*^ yb«!^ impious d^ggetJsi&i^the Author 
**'of you* being -^ you' will kiH' your 
^ VtiAetefok fathei* ^ his children will 
«* kill their father. ■ No- matter how 
^ yWO^dxa^t' rdate the'* horrid tafe; no 
'"■ H% ** matter^ 
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^^ matter, .yFJiisichjJ/j bfc (lain, ^¥hether 
%i>y. favage bcaftsj or by favagc i>ro- 
•^-ihcrs^ for^hfi wHiWeep, poor man! 
•" He will tear his grey hairs, and 
*• beat his hoary bpfom. And are you 
*' yet detcrmiiied ? -will you- pierce your 
":^^i^^s;iicarr,., through the hie^rt; of 
"his child'? ^witt you, indecdj filir his 
" aged eyes with tears? and bring 
^< 'down his grey hairs with forrow to 
*^ the grave ?— But, if yoU are idcter«^ 
.** mined, let us not, at leaft,] ftaio our 
>f ; hands with his. blood. Let us rather 
** caft bim into this pit that ii in the wih 
'^^ demefi^ /jm^/ leave him.'* Tbisbefaid^ 
continues the facred ^yriter, that benight 
deliver bim out of - their handsy .an'4 re^ 
fiore him to Us father. But -hc^e t)ie ge*' 
ncrous Reuben was. difappointtf d. if. He 
appears to bate left his. brethren, on 
■. fome 

4 
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fomeoccafion or other, and they.Jfiobk 
the opportunity to fell Jofeph to Ibmc 
travelling merchants. 'For afterwards^ 
when Reuben returned unto the pity heboid 
be ' was not in the pity and he rent his 
clothes •, and returned to- his brethren ; 
and faidy The child is not yonder y and /, 
whither Jhall T go! Poor youth ! what 
anguifti muft his tender heart have felt, 
when he found his brother taken away, 
and was ignorant of his fate! No doubt 
he gave way to all the violence of af- 
feftionate grief; for he rent his clothes, 
crying, " the child is not yonder; -and 
** I, whither fliall I go ? . my dear, jpoor 
*« murdered brother ! where ftiall I go 
" to weep over thy lifclefs body, to 
** embrace thy cold limbs, and clofe (hy 
•* eyes !'* How aflfeding is this brother* 
ly forrow! But behold a^morc^diftrefs^^ 
H3 f^l 
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fttlicqiel The venerable PatrUtch.! ai» 
a^ged and ^ffi^u^oafie father ccMitwning 
for the uatimoily dcaith of: a^bd^ved 
tbild! how. ;pi(ii9^t is fueb iorrow as- 
this \ our hcfarts bleed within us^^ilc 
we jthink of it- ^* Yes fcomplaip^ the 
father to bis wngracious children) *' I 
*' perceive too well the caufe of my 
'^^child's death. Some evil bead hat-h 
•' devoured him. Yes, my cbiW,. this. 
** was thy little coat of divers colours 
•' which thy mother's fond nefs. provided 
•' — Wlhf little did ihe think that it 
*' (houkJ be torn by the bloody teeth 
•* of a fav^ci This coat thy Jhrro%oftd . 
** brothers found in the dcfart, all rent 
♦* and mangkd, and bloody as it is^ 
*' Jofeph is no more. 1 will go dawn 
^' ifkto the grifvt^ to wy fon in mourning: 
** ^here^ only* my heart can forget it';a. 

^ forrows. 
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*** forrowsj and my aged eyes Ihall. wwp 
** jQO long^-.*' 

Let us now change our pity for >a 

moment into indignation. 

Iris obfervablc that vice deftroysall 
traces of. humanity in the heart. 

Thefe inhuman brethren were not in 
the lead concerned for t^e mifcry ,pf 
their father, provided that their ftory* 
however fhocking to him^ might effec- 
tually cover their own wicked adlions. 
But the hiftorian tells us they rofe up to 
cpmfort him. O fhamelefs infult ! ' in- 
fuffiprable rnockery ! Ye abandoned hy- 
pocrites ! How durit you behold th^ le- 
ered forrows of your venerable father ? 
y c ! . did ye ^offcr ypur yilc, diflcnabltd 
H 4 condo^ 
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cjcondtikiicerlvTJi^ye force the unnaUirit 
tear, and put on the appearance of pity! 
Jieaven and earth ! can man be fo deli' 

.(;. . - it 

But enough of this difagreeable part 
IJottbc ftory ! Let us haften forward to 
a more..pleafing fcene; and behold the 
lamented Jofcph, after the fpacc of 
^'aBbuttwen^ years, in'pofleffibn of the 
^'liigbeft' honours of the moft opiiicnt 
^Nfefftgdom in the world. * 

.:^;: Infpired by the fpirit of fipfnortal 
'Hwrfidom^ from the condition of a flave, 
- he became the firft minifter-of-bfie of 
-ty firft princes upon earth. ' Tfiekcys 
-of power wfcre entruftcd to MM, and 
''- thc^gardens of Egypt yielded thei^trea- 
: lure into his hand. He Vfjtiod' J^rovi- 
•. ^ dence 
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Jdi5fttt'<fitta:sthe fiJfehts'of nature;' who 

*lifteth the poor fffom his obfcufity; that 

-h^- ittay fet him vrith princes, difplayed 

in this inftance,' in a moft:exbaof<ii-- 

nary manner, his gracious purpofes in 

^bchaflf of fufFering innocence,- Suffer 

"ttie ib pafs over fome dilfegretaWe dr- 

■ camftances that happened t^rjofiph, 

ivhcn in Egypt, the trial bf his virtue, 

and his, unjuft imprifonment $- -plefhaps 

the-Almighty Providence nriight 'ftfffir 

thefc accidents as the means of his future 

promotion, 

. However that might be, it is certain 

• that, his God lock Mm from prifon 'and from 

judgment^ that he made him fe^ his feed^ 

4md prolong his daysy and that the- divifte 

Pleafure profpertd in iw band'.- ■' - ■ 

But 
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Pu^ behold! The fatpe over^ijag 
F^e)\:whp led him finfe to ^ory throi^gfi 
fo many perils, is now 4eceraii«ieid. i|Mt 
. Jieiballag^ fee his bi^hren. . 

Before I proceed further upon tbfs 
evpnr^ [I: b€[g kave to give you ibi^e cau- 
tion againft a common error concernipg 
the MFajUS; of God to roan. It isyery na- 
tural to conclude that the Almighty pre- 
viouQy appointed all thefe circumtftanccs 
in order tp bring about the event i that 
Jofeph*s brethren were fatally infpircd 
with rancour againft him, that the) 
might fell him into Egypt •, and that s 
general famine was the'ncccflary aoc 
fore-appointed means, of their feeing hin 
thfitt^ On ^hich I jSiall obferve, ini op< 
word ; that *' God cannot be the authp 
*' of evil," but that to bring gpod ou 
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4)f tTit :i5 confiflcfltrbdth witb'bi5\grar- 
ciQQ3.tii^}D&:ton^ and With hisi^moral g^ 
vernment of the world. 

I will now lead you, without fuithar 
di^iay,, to^a very affefiing fcene, to the 
raieetinjg of Jofeph and Ihis brethren. ' 

At£tfl:,' faysrthe !&ored wHtQfy though 
he knew them,^.yet be fpake roughly to 
them ; and faid, " Yc; are.fpies ; to fee 
the nakednefs of the land ye are come.'* 
[t appears to me^ .that, as Benjamin-was 
lot wich his brethren, Jofcph fufpeftcd 
:hat the youngeft h^d feared the fate 
ncended for him{el£;.and that, through 
mvy!,.thry had flain "their brothpn Efcfe 
vhy, before he would di&over hinofelf 
:o them, feould he fa much infilt upon 
feeing Benjamin? . He. docs abfolutdy 

infift 
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4tirgflri upon feeing him^ and retains Si* 
ii»oragra pledge for Jus appcaiince; 

But ah ! How fhall they prevail upon 
riier agedfather. to part v^ith Benjaniin? 
Ms :;youngcfl:, his beloved Benjjunia! 
** What:! cried, the. venerable maDb 
•• would ye rob me of this child too ? 
^* Jofeph is not," and 5imeoh is not, and 
'** y^'will takeBergamiftaway. Allthefe 
'" things- are againft me." 

' 'The generous. Reuben agaia inter- 
ipbfcdy ^M Slay my two ions if I bring htna 
'^' fioi^ unto thee;/:deliver him.into niy 
*V' hmdy and I will bring him to thee 
>*^ again;"— *-*•- My; fon ftiall npt go 
/!« :down," replied the impatient father; 
.-^^his^ leather is dead^' and if death too 
^ IhouM befal hinl lA the. way^l yc ihaU 
J. ::; *' bring 



*^-bVOTg ' down cmy gwy Jiairi wi^: liH^r-:* 

!^. row to the gravtecj J i ' -.t; r...ui '^ 

.... . ^^ , . ■•— o-^f;-;) , . ■• /v' yn "* 

Neqcffity, howey^^ ftrojnge^. ^Ijaiii ^?11 » 

ij^^givpents were ip^j^qitual* Thabfe?* 

(jb|?.;£9nd father, gjve^ .up his ..(^arjin^ 
childii : the lafl: hppc.and comfort o£.hiit» 



age. 



But. what langu^g^ .|ii^Il paint the ja*;. 
cxpreffible afFedion of Jpfeph, upon ;hft 
figh^ .oJf. Benjamin ?. When h^ (kw,himjt 
(lis hear-t fwclled within him, th^^arji, 
offondpefs fprun^ inr^ his eyes, and hj^ 

retired jto indulge thsW* ...... :» 

Do not you hear this afieflioh'ate t)ro- 
ther thus giving a IpoTe to the fulnefs 
of hi&, heart? ^^ Gicati God of Jacob i 

" what 



**''^Mi « fcdne vjiaft thou: braugla-;tiei' 
** fore me i my cyksiitve agaioibdiwild- 
** my brethren, ftrangcrs to me more 
••' thim" twenty yeat^i—l!)br, urfhappy 
•'^ rnen! indeed hif hteft forgives yoii*— • 
*^ How do I iong-^^crdifcover myfetf to 
*^ ybw, but tharybti' would die Wirit 
*lhaTxic"at the lighi? of your injunwiF 
«*• brbthcr. Notte' of you coultf rcjoicC 
** at fuch a difcovery, fave Benjamin-*- 
♦• he, amiable innocence ! he entered 
**' not into your horrid eonfpiracy. But 
** I inuft think/of fome meaTts;To free 
^ you from the dlfagfe^able imptefEorff 
^' of fliame, wheriTmalte myfelf ktibwrr 
<*"t6 ydu •,• and* ^ndfeff^'cTUr tO"ftej'gh1:en 
«' your joy on •iftit' Jc^aflon,' "by- firit 
** alarming, your fe^rs," 

• Such probably^ t^as tfteg^netwis-dfe* 
%n of Jofeph-injRh Scheme iw fcmti^ 

ing 
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ii^.Behjamin^^Such'^rertainty wci^ 
dUSt-rdm it had^ when undor the ^iw 
ribi^napprehen6oiT:>of returning to their 
iocoiifiai: father^ with an. account thtc 
tfaey^ had left his youngeft child a bandn 
Qave; they were 'ftruck with thrs impor- 
tgnt; th'is aftohifhifij^ difcovery*^^ I ami 
**i Jo&pii your brother, whom* yicr Ibid 
** intxD Egypt." 

I fhall not dwell upon this fcene. It 
is'ted^greac for defcription— r— But the 
heart of every brother and every father 
may conceive it. 

Mod of the inftruftive refledVions that 
arifc from this afFefting ftory, I have in- 
terwoven with the thread of it. But you 
will accept of one general obfervation 
from the whole. 

M 

Whatever. 



' Whatever diftrd&fitf circumftftccs: 
may bcfal you,- alwayfc. remember *h'ib 
you ^rc under the eyCiOf a benevolent! 
and almighty Providence, who is able .to 
bring good out of evil, and who is con- 
tinually concerned for the happinefs of 
his creatures. From this convhftioni' 
yod'witt endeavour tcr engage his parti*' 
cular regard by the exercife of that virtue 
he is mod in love with. 

Pe kindly aSedioned one to another. 
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SERMON VIL 

I, The Reafonablenefs of relir 
gious Duty. 

II. The Utflity of Prayer. 

*■ ■ ' ■■ I I I. I. ^ ■ I .1 Bill 

Job xxL ig. 

What is the ^mighty that we Jhould fervt 
him ? Or what Profit Jhall we have ijf 
we pray unto him ? 

A Very interdling Enquiry indeed! 
But here it feems to be offered on- 
ly as the infult of abandoned profligacy,' 
iwhich had previoufly faid unto the Al- 
wiighty* depart from me^ for I deftre not 
Vol. I. I - th$ 
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the -knowledge of iby ways, Many 

fuch enquirers there are, who put the 
queftion, not from a defire of infor- 
mation, but from ,a fpirit of infolencC:; 
ahd anfwer tbe^ifilves according to ib'eh 
folly. 

It is not in anfwer to fuch a^ th'dfe, 

then, that I mean to difcufs the queftiona 

before us ; nor (hall I, on this occafioHi 

fight .againft. the prejudice of infidelity, 

which, in my opinion, .ftandstnore in 

. need of pfayers than of preaching— /». 

j^detiiy and her flriends have .generally 

rconnedtions too ftrong to be ovarborm 

by trutl)5 and too imei-^ing tQ!s)rt)roI^ec 

;by any power, but that whofe l&iftenc 

^ they afFeft to difbelieve* Yet, is it, pof 

Jible ? You will fay — can the connedliopi 

^<3fi I^deliiyhc intcrefting ? .For^ wbati 
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(he that men,Jhouldferve her ? And what 

profit JbaU they have if they pray unto 

Jicr? Is length of -daysinher right hand? 

Are riches and honours in her left? Arc 

her njoays unexccptionably ways of pled- 

Jantnefs? And are all her paths peace? 

Thofe circumftances, perhaps^ may not 

)be quite fo« dear, yet infidelity mud be 

.allowed to have her advantages : For, is 

;h not hers to foothe the alarming ter- 

^rors ef confcicncc ? — to encourage vice 

iprith the hopes of impunity ? — and to 

promtfe that, at lad it (hall periAi an non- 

exiftehoe ^ Is the Chriftian fteady in hift 

priaciples ? And is not the infidel obftie 

^nately ftwdy ? Have the difciptes of Je« 

.fus embraced their religion even in tor- 

iturcsand in death? And has not i»^if- 

jirjf iikcwifc had her martyrs, voluntary 

ttai:tyi5?l It may perhaps bcfuggdlcd 

J 2 that 
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that her friends difpatch themfelves, 
becaufe they cannot bear the horrid de- 
lays of a natural death, and are apt to 
(hrink from their fortitude, if they make 
-a gradual approach to the grave- — ^It 
'inay be fo fuggefted, I fay — and, pof- 
:fibly, the fuggeftion may be tr*je ; but, 
for the prefent, let us drop the fubjed. 

. To enquire by what obligations we 
:arc bound to ferve the Almighty, and to 
ict forth thofe advantages wKich may be 
derived from prayer, I am naturally led 
by the order of; the qucftions before 
w^fVhat is tUJhiighty that we Jboidi 
ferve him ? Or vi^hat froJUfiall we have if 
we fray unto Mm ? : ' .....-'. ; 

• J. With rcfpeft to tliat pm <it the 
^ueftio;i— whaj is the Supreme £«ing I 
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We muft indeed acknowledge, that. 
touching the Almighty^ we cannot find him 
(Hit. The mode of exiftence peculiar to 
a being that is inBnicein all his capaci- 
ties, finite creatures can neither kno\y; 
nor conceive. From what he has been 
plcafed to communicate of himfelf, wc? 
may conclude that he is an all-powerful^ 
all-intelligent Being, neceflarily exifting 
from all eternity— that he is, as jt were, 
the diffufive foul of nature, who formed* 
the world, and adtuates what he haf 
formed; — that he is, therefore, every 
where prefent, and. the univerfal fourcc 
arid fupport of life. 

But the queftion here is, more imme- 
diately, what is the relation which man, 
in particular, bears to the Almighty that 
be Jhould ferve him ? What obligations 
1 3 hai 
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Bas he to do him fervicc ? Or what ho] 
are annexed to his. fcrvices ?. 

The divine obGgations which man ! 
binder arc, firft and principally,, thofc 
a creature to its creator. Thefe oblij 
tions' commence with his^exiftencc^ i 
no time, or fervices can acquit him 
them. As long as he continues to 
joy that inftance of the divine boun 
the ufe of a living and athinking beii 
to long necefTarily mufl: he be bound 
duty to the giver of fo good a gift — N 
when the motives that muft have inc 
€cd the creator of the univerfe to c 
him into exiftence, are confidered, \ 
thefe obligations appear to have 1 
weight : For, what could thofe m6ti 
be but the original principles of infir 
goodnefs, willing to communicate i 

Jiap 
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happinefs of confcious life ?-^ to give 

that; plcalure which arifes from the 
power of motioir and fcnfibility, and 
which we may fuppofc to exift in the 
bigheft degree in his own perfcft na- 
ture, in a proportionable meafurc to 
beings lefsperfedt ? Hence, through the 
whole fcale of animal life,, we obferye 
that every creature is fupplied with fa- 
culties capable of conveying to it all: 
the happinefe of whieb its nature can 
partake. 

Thus thofe creatures, that have not 
the power of reflection, are not ftruck 
with the magnificence of. the univerfe, 
nor with the fymmetry and order of its 
fcveral parts-, yet many of them have 
organs fo peculiarly adapted to animal 
fenfation, that it affords them the moft 
I 4, excjuifite 
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cxquifite delight; and if welook througft 
the entire fyftem of created beiAgs, vfe 
fliall find that each has feme diftinguilh- 
cd advantage which may, in tfieir fta*- 
lion, be equivalent to thofe higher privi* 
leges which drfferent and fuperior natures 
fecm to enjoy. The ftag which is not 
endowed with the ftrength or fkgacity of 
the elephant, exceh him proportionably 
in fwiftnefs, in which he finds both plea- 
fure and fe'curity— — The nightingale 
which cannot boaft the ftrength of wing^ 
or rapidity q^f the eagle — which cannot,* 
Eke him exrult, in cutting the midway- 
Iky, or darting from regi6nto regioa 
without the fear of a foe, yet finds that 
fecurity which ^S-r places in hrs ftrength, 
in the impenetrable thicker, and enjoys 
the pleafures of l>er foothing fbng when 
h is opprcffcd with fleep. 
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r-fliorf, to whatever part of iiatore 
.atry our obfetvations, we inuftfiili 
ilude that From motives of benevd< 
&^k>ne, and the defire c^ cotnmuni- 
ighappinefs, the Almighty Creator 
induced to eftablifh that variety of 
lal life, with which the feveral cle;* 
ts are fo abundantly fupplied* 

jt in man, furely, in man his good- 
{hines with moftdiftinguUhed luilre« 
rther we confider the faculties of the 
1, or the organs of the body ; whe- 
we refledl on the exquifite powers of 
?nfcs, or on the objedls provided for 
jratifkation of thofe powers 5 whe- 
we attend to the delights of me^ 
^y the amufcments of fancy, or the 

iive power of reafon ; muft we 

acknowledge the vifiblc efFcds of 

the 
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die divine bounty? Bqt in the. whole 
cojjrfe.of liie^ as well as in the gifc^ 
dist lifev and of the faculties peculiar <ce 
k, do.we not experience the coBt^nuai. 
eare. and attention of the fame benevo- 
lent Providence ?; He muft, indeed,., be 
n wry. unlkilful-. obfcrver who doe$ not 
perceive that the vifibk creation, is- the 
work, of a very wife and gracious Being •„ 
bat "he who does, hot acknowledge the 
care of Providence in the particolar df- 
eumftanees of his own life, muft have 
bceri negligent, rather from ingratitudfc: 
than from ignorance.- 



•o^' 



Such, then, are the obligations b^ 
which man is perpetually bound, to* 
ferve bis Creator. As he owes his* life 
to the Almighty goodnefs, and the pre- 
fcrvation. of it to his providential care». 

the. 
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-^ 
tHc Icrricc of that life becomes invariably 

due to hiniy and the religious duty of 

mitt is originally founcjed in gratitude*' 

Upon this principle alone our ob©* 
dience would be due to every law that 
the Supreme Being (hould appoint us-^ 
But when we rcftefib that by the famfc 
benevolent motives,, from, which, he 
brought us into life, he was aduat<*d 
likcwife,. in giving us rules for the 
conduft of that life, a new obligation 
will be found to arife from thence^ 
which muft render our negleft of that 
obedience, which is expedted from us, 
ftill more criminal : For, if we refufc 
to obey thofe precepts which were evi- 
dently intended by the divine wifdom 
to enfure our happinefs, we offend at 
tlie fame time againft God and againft 
ourfclvcs— we are not only ungrateful 

for 
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for the paft favours of Providence,.: but 
perycrfely refufc the prefcnt, while we 
rejedi: thofe bleflin^s that are jnfepa- 
rably annexed to the diibharge of our 
religtoas duty. 

By thofe blefUngs I do not mean 
thofe divine promifcs which refpedl fu" 
turicy, but that happinefs which is the 
immediate refult of a religious condud; 
and which a due obedience to the divine 
laws infallibly pnoducesi. 

However, if it (hould yet be afked, 
whal is the Almighty that we Jhouldjerve 
bim ? Another, and furely not the leafl: 
powerful reafon may be found in the 
hopes of futurity* 

Thofe immortai promifes of an ex.* 
iftence invariably happy^ and endicfs 

in 
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in it& duration, which await the due 
performance of the duties enjoinfcd usf^ 
Iwive a claim to more difficult, an'd 
more laborious fcrvices, than any that 
the divine laws have appointed usi 
Nay, fo tranfcendently great arc thi 
)K)pes which are founded on Chrifti- 
anity, that the fer vices of the Son of 
God himfelf alone were able to pro- 
cure them for us. After thefe confi- 
deratibns can it any more be afked, 
v4fa( is the Almighty that wejhould ferve 
Urn? Of w411 afey one, aft^r thus tt^ 
flcftrng on the goodncfs and the pro- 
mifes of God,'alk what profit -we JhaH 
haver ff we pray unto him ? 

n. Should this yet remain a queftionj 
I would anfwer m the words of him ii^ 
wrhofc name wc pray :• 
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^^ If a fon (hould a(k bread of any o 
^* you that is a father, would he giv< 
'^^ him a ftone^ or, would he for .aj 
f^ egg» give him a ferpent? If ye, theo 
?* being evil, know how to give gooc 
^ gifts unto your children, jiow nmd 
^** more iball our heavenly lather ti 
?! them that afk^himi** 

That blelTed Saviour has given us iju 
-ftrongeft aflurancesi, that whatever vn 
a(k in his. name it iball be granted, tha 
tpur prayers fli^H glw^ys meet with i 
lxK>ft gracious aefM^^i^Me^ a&d our do 
afires b^compliedM^^^I^^ as they an 
'Confident withc^f mtq happioefs-^Oui 
JFather, who is ih heaven, is ever mon 
.r^ady to hear than we to pray, and i 
^ont xo give mqrc than wc can .tithe 
vdefirc <or .dcfcrve.; > , 
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1$ it not then our grcateft hap^- 
Mfs thuwe have fo beneficent t pa-» 
rent, in whoie wifdom, goodnefs and 
power, we have an unfailing refoarce-^ 
-who knows our neceflfities before wc 
aflc, and prevents our ignorance in a(k» 

ing:?-* To this gracious Being we 

may Jtpply ourfelves under all the vari* 
Otts exigencies of iife,^nd, beUevag^ vm 
../ball receive. 

The advantages of prayer are evi- 
4ieatly great: For, is it not by this 
' means that we laydpen our wants to 
•oar Alinighty Father, and implore the 
Acontimiaqce of his care and protc^ionf 
When we retire from the cares and at- 
tentions of the day,. do not we by this 
fiffk forgivenefs of thoTe. human inEr- 
4fiitie6 from vwhich no .circutnipe£lk>n 
v^M feciure un d ■ i Do not Wjc engage 

-Jtbe 
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the -divine aflTiftance agaioft future C< 
ta^iod^s ? . . ■- and recommend oucf 
to ^he care of that watchfwl Provid 
wbpftp^ eye can pierce through the 

tber darknefs ? —Again, when w< 

from a (late of infenfibility to rel 
the employments of life, do not w 
this means folicit the protedlion of 
Almighty, and commit our fafety t 
gracious care ? 

Prayer, exclufive of every other 
vantage, . is itfelf a great prcfervi 
from (ins for it would.be abfurd to 
pofe we (hould addrefs that Being 
his favour, to wbofe laws we paid n 
due. obedience. 

, Let, then, the advantages of pr; 
Ipc the greated imaginable, they 
jonljf be io to thq righte(;|isu. 1!hc p 
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ift^lsf tbi tvkkid is m anamination to th 
Lord: It is even an infulc oti his knowt 
ledge, and a defiance of his power. The 
prayer df jJenitence, howtver, muft be 
tjfcrfpfc'd : for that, as a forgiving^ and a 
compafljonate Father, he is ever ready 
to receive. 

Can the utility of prayer, then, any 

longer be doubted? Lives there a 

good man that would be deprived of 
this comfortable, this ineftimable pri* 
vilegc ? Is there even a wicked man 
who could bear to be informed, that 
he fhould never be permitted to ad- 

drefs his offended God ? The piety 

of the firft would languifh, unafTiftcd 
and unenlightened by this divine inter- 
courfe— The wretched fituation of the 
kft would imoke htm in defpair, when 

Yte. h » in deprived 
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deprived of all attainable means of re- 
conciliation. 

May we evermore avail ourfelves of 
thefe reflcdions, and offer up our prayers 
in an acceptable time ! 
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SERMON VIII. ; 

The Danger of a falfe Confi- 
dence in Religion. 

I Cor. X. 12. 

M bim that thinketb hejlandetb take beed 
left be fall. 

PERHAPS there is nothing more 
dangerous in the great bufinefs of 
ur falvation than a miflaken conBdence. 

He who goes on in an uninterrupted 

ourfe of wickednefs, and hardens him- 

jlf in the purfuit of fconfcious villainy, 

I, indeed, to ail appearance, in a wretch- 

K2 ed 
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cd fituation — ^Yet his condition, how* 
ever dangerous, is not defperate : The 
repeated efforts of corf) rciencertiajra\^ke 
him to fenfibiiity ; fickncfs or misfor- 
tune may break the way for veilin ; tte 
fenfe of prefent calamines may.fubdue, 
or the profped of future punilhment 
alarqn him«— *— ^But what (hall convinc e 
that man of his danger, who thinks 
himfclf already fecure ? — who believes 
th^t his conddft is agreeable ro his duty, 
and that his feef are in the waji which 
(eadeib tQ life ? It would be vain to poioC 
out a precipice to the traveller wJio can 
fee nothing but an even profped, or to 
warn the pilot of a rock, who purfues 
his paffage with, invincible^coafideaco. 

Yet as tliQ trweller nwy fei»€^mes*b4 
deceived by his eye, and dk (be.{}ikft:ind;( 

be 
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Jbemifled by'his chare, fo it is pofTible 
-fior ar rndq;' in his jouimy fnom this 
mxldto (Ibne3(t, CO be miftaken whea 
•bcishififcshimfclf in the right path, and 
to wander far from ihe narrow way that 
leadetb to life. 

1 wcK^W char^fore, upon this oGcaliotf^ 
cndea^o^r to point out fome of the moft 
prtvaiKng caufes of a faife confidence 
in religion, to difcover thofe meai}s by 
which the heart is fiactered into a mifla- 
loen fiicurity, and to enquire. upon what 
^gmiinds we may entevuib a rs^foQabie 
4uijp< otf'oar falvation. 

I. To difcovcp all the ca^^fes oi reft- 

gious fecurity would', indeed, be too 

iiard a ta&U-a taik to wliich his powers 

jdone ace .adequate, who cam trace the 

[K 3 human 
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human heart thorough, all its [jreceficii 
-who can pcrccirc the princjpka of ac- 
tion, however fpecioufly drcft, and read 
the language of the f6Urtniiev.eSfy char 
raficr. .. ■./.: ■ :'>r. • -.' 

It muft be jn the laft degree difficult 
,to judge of the motives by which others 
arc conduftcd, fince we arc fometime$ fo 
far deceived in ourfclves, as to miftiakc 
the principles of our own adtions. 

: But admitting the impoflibility ; of 
finding out all the means by which mea 
are flattered into a miftaken cooGdcoce 
in religion, fome of them are neverthe- 
•lefs fufficiently obvious. 

Amongil the attributes of the Divine 
Power, none is more frequently admired, 

none 
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h€hic fo itiiK:h>attended to as his mef*ty> 
Wc concemplate this pcrfedtion of'th€^ 
Godhead, with an interefling pleafure-^ 
we blefs the generoTicy that is induftrious 
in thedifpenfation of unmerited favburs» 
and adore^tbat benevolence which fup-^ 
ports our weaknefs and bears with our 
fraHties-^And with reafbn we adore — ^ 
But while we hourly experience the di-> 
vine Goodnefs, and conftantly rely upon 
it— when, notwithftanding our follies and 
cor errors, we find Ourfelves fuppbrted 
by the Supreme Benevolence, we are apd 
to fbrgec th&t there are faults which the 
clemency of heaven cannot connive at, 
and that there is a conduct which' ikifi- 
oite mercy, confidently with jufticc and 
wifdom,^ cannot ac9c^>t>7«4what we ought 
to look upon only^as the forbearance ot 
that gractOm Beings i ^v£^ •^ ^notrwSif%^ 
w K 4 iba 
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will cxcrc \ik\l in ^prodiKing .thjl ffta» 
effbfts for ever.- Ufioo i^^ifl.miftftlcfii 

{ajvatioQ on his qwq $rrm$, iM^dtf Jiii 
b'^pesy hue he. who has no.othivvivw 
than the unintcrrupttri purftiit-ofc Jiiftd^ 
cdp^J&, ffturtds. -hb dUfing ccM^fidi^ive, . 

V lofe.^e th^ hjB^.«. fof the -chiWcei) irf 
i* Plffl/i^Hjf fcf io ihra) lc>.4oeYi]l/^ 

. Anoihcx fpecies of falfe fecurkjr^ and 
Rfil k^pfeyakntt than tbacirthich has 

(^rjjtd QUdieacr. It is in li^ duties of 
xj^igioni its in |j»e bj^ifiAcft of ihc .^orUti 
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veane liollbg to ofataii^i .what we wane 
wiolyiis Kttie craub1/c asfioffibk y md ia^ 
dijigp a dt&tc equally vain^nd unreafon-^ 
at)Ie»' CO enjoy, a0 ihe' fafne time, the 
plgifures of idtrMfs^ djid 4be trewank df 
induftry* — ^Yct not indolence alone, not 
merely an unwiUingnefe to undergo the 
aftivciabdurs of rfeWgton makes us con- 
tent oorfrtves with a paFtial performance 
of our duty — we have generally fome fa- 
vourite palTion to indulge, which is not 
ritegether confiftent with the drift pre-f 
cepcs' of chriftianity ; and, like the 
fimple AflTyrian, who begged that, whefi 
be ■ accompanied his mafter to the wor- 
ifaip of his gods, be might be permitted 
at kaft to. bow the knee^e Rimmox, we 

♦ Nae HU falfi funt qyi yes diverfifliinas pariter 
topedanty Igaxvix volttptateBi & praexnia vinorisV 
.. ;! . ■ ■, Salmt^tu 

. i refcrvc 



138 SERMON VIIL 

rderve an indulgence 'for our favcnirite 
foi}2k--wd referye ity I fay, and we ex* 
ercife. it, frequently^: without tho. A%* 
mn's?modefty^,- or ib?.mucb as.&yJMgi 
^^ Lbrd pardon thy. fervant in thi3 thing.'' 
I ' ..-'», .'if. 

Hence it is that^ with Agrjppa,;men 
are almoft perfuaded to be Chrilliansr 
They would fettle th^eir portion of duty 
with heaven, and fomeching,. at^Ieaft, 
would they do to be faved. They lyill 
give up part of their time, I had almoft 
iaid, part of their thoughts. too. tf>.the 
bufinefs of religion, and theferviceof 
Gpd *, but no fooner are the forinal mo« 
jnents over than they return, with, aa 
^rdor which difcovers their pleafure in 
the change, to their fchcmes of intereft 
or amufement. They are willing, py 
xather their fear makes them think it 
t. : . . neccflary 
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nifceflary to emfeark m the fei^vkB^'Df tc- 
iigion, but, fochi^ their aftathmtfAt to 
the earth on ^WhicVtliey grew^^liey-brilj^ 
•cbaft along— theyhavc ntniplntciioU]^ 
to venture out to fea, nor fortitude to 
leave' the ^aBeV,' 'aflc}"^thc flbwef^'bf the 



' ^Wie are, indeed,' ^-all. Various afwJ Uni. 
certain creatiiWs, aind it is hot, thireiForc', 
to -be wondered, if \ve want-'rcfolutioh 
to cxfecutc evefl tht moft tmpottinx: 
things. In our early years We 'We "^y 
5ftcbhftant. We determine ih th^'iLifdor 
of exulting fpirits,- without confideriAg 
^ther the difficulty of the proecftj br thfe 
remotenefs of "the event. If We eafualiy, 
think of rcligionj we form fcftemes fbr 
^- life of pibty and devotibni fti'^^l&ftf. 
quence of a fuddcn impulfei;«3^ H-triwfi- 
' : ' tory 
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^ryrapture^ W*rjrfi^ve> M^UbiJWirfr 

T^ua,. xjic ixiftrunienta, pf chwcf ^^ 
paflion, we advance towards the matjiuitf 
of life — The levity of youth may then 
99Pi\A^ febfide -fbut^'w^'^tt pim Qpiy a 
m^J^y^f ^ feyerai h^^tswe hftd^oft- 
ir^^dj, ?r}d tbe p afliou^ QaH rpajqtai? 
cbejif daipdijtiipA, fhp^g^ .^M>^ :$^^^^ 
f^dy b? 9^aBgpd.-*T45 .fAlfely; happpa^ 

ia ilj?i ^h?Hg€-, for, ^. ij hftcj ftWogi 
f^ngaged p^HP attention m youthy. fo it ^ 
^ie<]j};wS) bAif an ip&p|pr eo^fjd^f^tioit, 
i^qd, .ftfijiwg. the a^ltitude of difffercRC 
jfflgjgefpc(HSi.^«J f»KC«ly obtain it's 

Divided 
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Divided thus between God and ^t^ 
world, but more, far more, I fear, at*- 
tached to the latter^ wc pafs througbtHis 
ftate of life ; in youtk borne aw^y on tb© 
uwefifted tide of tb^ paffions, we eaa- 
not judge with the freedom of unbiafied 
v^on ; that only is rigbt wbich Matters 
the ruling appetite, and the conSdence 
of iailing happinefs is founded on a trail- 
bent inclination* 

. In age^ indeed, that isi feldom tb9 
cafe. We ho^ve theft learned from fre- 
quent difappoinitmcnt that nothing ici 
this world deferves the name of happi* 
nefs ^ and from thence we draw this upr 
avoidable conclufion that it is only to b? 
fought in the hopes of another. Of 
another we have often heard, and of an- 
other we have fometinaes thought. We 

have 
4 
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ha5?e fomeconfufed idea that general a£ts 
of obedience will qualify us for the at- 
tainment of thaf happihefsy which is pro- 
mifcd only to uniform piety^ or fincere 
repentance. To uniform piety we can- 
not-even have any pretence, and repent- 
ance is but a melancholy work, which 
we would, by any means, endeavour to 
difpenfe with. On ads of general obe- 
dience, therefore, we -are dangeroufly 
contented to found our hopes of fucu- 
ritjr. Still attached to the world, its 
vanities, and its follies, we fatisfy our- 
felves with a prcfumptuous expedlation, 
that the Almighty will be pleafed with 
bccafional fervices, and curfory ads ^f 
duty.' 

" But is it, indeed, troe'that God will 
be fcrved in part ? Is k not' the heart, 

the 
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jEhti disvoted heart, that he require3 frooi 
us ? Is it not he that faith, give mb. thy 
HBART, MY SON ?— Will thcn a partial 
obedience avail us ? Shall there be apf 
variety of interefts in bis fervicc ? — With 
rcfpeft to that part of our duty which 
relates to him, what is the (Command- 
ment that we have received ? 

'« Thou (halt love the Lord thy God 
." with all thy heart, and with all thjr 
^^ foul ; with all thy mind, and with aU 
" thy ftrength." . 

. Nay we are told^ exprefsly, that it is 
impoQible for us to ferve God and the 
world. The author of our religion him^* 
felf has given us fufficient information 
as to this point. He has aflured us that 
our fervices cannot be divided--— that 

if 
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if ouf hearts incline taw^arc^ the v^ft^ 
we are fervancs of the worid ; if I6t 
wards God, we arc kntints of GoA 
In (hort, bis fervants we are^ wbtm vfe 
4hey^ 

May thefe obfef<^atk)ns be well con* 
fidcred by tbofe who cntertaia the dan- 
gerous and delufive expedation, that 
their dod wiU accept of an obedience 
t?hich ftow$ not fi^b^ the heart, and 
thofe fervices they tcndcf him rather 
through fear than love \ 

' A*; fop thofe ^hofe rfyiftaken confi- 
dence is founded ort an opinion that th6 
Supreme Mxrcv either cannot -be of- 
fended, or can indiferimirrately fbrgWev 
1 muft beg their attention to the follow^ 
ing con&deraiions, t 

•The 
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The goodnefs of the divine Power^ 
however cxtcnfive, cannot adb in oppo- 
fition to his juftke or his truth. Every 
attribute of the Supreme Perfectiom 
muft be pcrfcft. Juftice and truth arc 
his eflential attributes ; his juftice and 
histroth, therefore, muft be perfeft. 

If we confult his revealed will, with 
rcfpeft to hij juftice, we (hall be inform- 
cd, that be wiU reward every man accord-- 
ing to bis wcrks \ — that be is righteous in 
all his ways — and that the judge of all the 
(artb will d^ right. 

With refpedl to his veracity, ' we are 
told, that'G^ii is^not a man that be Jhould^ 
lie^ nor the fan of man that befhtmld repent\ 
or, as it may be more intelligibly ren- 
dered, that be Jhould change his mind. 

Vol, I. L It 
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Ic.isqv^eDt, tb^erefare^ that however 

Qi^ti^ fmem^. ^f^^y-m^y^ b?i bis, 

tn^th, be^jCCQmflil^ec^K'a^ 4^f^t,he will, 

I would not; here be .tbpught mclio- 
able to imprefs a terror of the divine 
Pow?r upon you by reprcferi ting his 
Mercy a$ Ic^ tjhan. it rpaJiy is, or his, 
Juftice as nipre rigid^-^That, as a man^, 
I fliould have little inclination to dp— 
Qod knows 1 have more nped of hiSs 
mercies than my fellowrcrcaturcs. — As. 
a preacher of the gofpel I fhould have 
Hill Icfs : But let me in^yefit yotj to con- 
fider, that though the Alipigl}Fy^wcreT 
n^crciful beyond all puni^iOipati-.OF-rfl^n. 
tributiop, would not t^e • v£fy; argUf-. 
ment on which you buiid/yfiUR bppcaj 

^ of 
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df imponhy make you appear i&dck- 
ilig. to atib fehfe of Mwnl « iobrit 
excellence^ Should not that man be 
looked upon as a monfter who^\iA>|]ld' 
olkod againd: mercy bccaufe lie Jctiew 
it would forgive^ and trample on ^dc- 
mw6y from an afTurance, that it ^ould 
not relent? 



, If then the folly ^d danger of a falfe 
confidence in religion be fofrequ?rit;and 
fo obvious, ic myib be worth oqr,>Yh^le. 
tQ enquire upon what grounds we m^y 
entertain a reafonable hope of our.faU 
vation. 

!.•/ -• ;■ : . ■;. iv ■ .. r^ii'i .: 

' II; Let us retfteliifbeV that' tfifti-N^t» 
noe - QTOW ftand in- the iariie^ r^atsoKCoF ' 
Ood' as at his citation Tthat'li^'^tstio 
look "Upon his Creator as an Q0i4)ded 

^:.ui;..: L 2 Being, 
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Being;, whofe Jaws he has brbkeii, and 
to whom he can only be reconciled 
through the mediation of Jefus Chrift— 
that the-JMediacor has introduced a fyf- 
tem of duties, by complying with which 
alone we (ball be entitled to the advan- 
tage of that redemption which he pur- 
chafed by his death: For, though be 
came not to call the righteous^ hutjinnersto 
rtpcntancel^ yet that very repentance is 
a- iq&alifying a6t of duty, and the firtt 
fruits' of thole good works, without 
which his merits with the Father will ' 
not avail us. 

In fhort, if we obey his laws ; if we 
imittftef hiis life ; if we believe his^ ddc- 
trines'i^'lf we embrace his precepts; 
and> laftly, if we look up to him as dur 
greateft good, as the objed of our af« 

fe£tions 
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feftions and the pcrfedk pattern of our 
conduft, we may then hope that he will 
recciye us to his merdy, and intci-pofc 
his fervices for our frailties, and our 
fins. 



L3 
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Affedion, Compaflion, and 
Civility recommended. 



I P E T. iii. 8. 
Love as brethren ; be ptiful^ be courteous. 

THAT charitable difpofition which 
Chriftianity recommends as it*s 
firft principle, comprehends all the pe- 
culiar graces and virtues that diftinguilh 
the difciples of Jefus, 

Hence, 



Hence, the Apoftlc gives it the pre- 
ference CO all other faculties and powers'. 
The mind might be enlightened with 
the vifions of prophecy^— — The tongue 
might be informed with every human 
iattguagc-^ — The laws of nature might 
be inverted at the command of a cre- 
ated Being, and health and life confer- 
red by man that is born to diei But 
thcfe powers, as they were fuperior to 
his capacity, could add nothing to hi^ 
moral excellence ; and, therefore, dhc 
portion of charity was greater than thcfe^ 

It does not appear that the apofUci? 
looked upon this as any particular fpe- 
cies of virtue, that could be defcribcd 
bf fbme peculiar, bir uniform rriodi of 
operation : Thfey ttiUft have confidercd 
it ^ 'a general tfcmper, or- dil^ofkion of 
L 4 the 
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the foul,, that gave its colpur and prin** 
ciple to :every moral a£lion« 

This temper was formed by the gc^ 
vjnius and fpidt of Chriftianity, im« 
proved by that divine grace, which wais 
the privilege, of the new religion—— 
But why am J attempting a defcription 
i>i charity, jW.hich is fo admirably de- 
fcribed by it's efFeds in the epiftle, to 
thit Corinthians ? To that I.fhall re- 
fer you, and confine myfelf to the con- 
sideration; of xhofe virtues that flow 
from it, mentioned in the text — 
Love ,as bretbun : Be pitiful : Be cjmr^ 
tfiota. 

L It muft always be allowed ,by the 

advocates of natural religion, that the 

precepts of^Chriftianity. toJlkc the J>eft 

, i iyftem 
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fyjftcm of morality in the world; . Num* 
bcrlefs graces were fuggefted.by the dU 
vine Spirit, which would never have 
been thought of in a mere natgraljftates 
None of thefe is more frequently incul- 
cate than btotherly love-, nay^ fain- 
(difpenfible was. this duty, that it was 
pladc the teft of every convert's pretenr 
fions, and the laA argujnent of the love 
of God. By this wt know thai ye are of 
Gody if yje have love one to another. 

. Afld, linked, what better proof could 
diere be of a principle of grace in the 
heart than this lo^e of the brethren ? 
What better injdication that they were 
aduated by : the fpirii: of him who is 
laveitfelf? What <ould oior^ efieftual- 
fy prcferve the iitfi^nt ehurch: from the 
ceoding fiiry of fc<&^and ichiih:^^ than 
{ this 
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this fiarai6ny 6f affeftions; this iihioA 
of minds ? So ftriftly requifite tht^ 
thit it was* made the teft of the true 
Chriftiatt. 

But was it neceflary in the carly^^e 
of Chriftianityv and i^ it not equally To 
now ? S»tands not our holy church in 
need of the fpirit of ananimicy and tetei 
when we fee the bigot ^e^l of p<^ry fo 
induftnious on the one hand, ai^. the dC'' 
lufions of fanaticifm fo fuccefsful on the 
other? Were ever the faired connec- 
tions of mutual amity more neceflary in 
the church -of England than it the pre* 
fent time ? In what pa»ih» nay ia what 
village have not Jbme of her wavenn§ 
miembers been deceivibd by the infmuai 
tionsof the pui^tan or the bigot ? Ha^i 
not wefeen the labdttrs-of thL6le noen too 

fuccefsful 
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Aieeefif^rin crbadng prejudice aod divi^ 
£qo$? iApd is ooC:tlilsinfome meafure 
OM^iog.to: tbe want of bcotherly aJSeftion^ 
$be i^ifx # tbe jjpirit in tie bond ofpMce? 
Were this . more jeffe&ually cultivated 
among us, tbe good (beplberd would iee 
fewer hagglers from bis fold. 

So necefiary is thi3 principle of trntt* 
ing love in tbe fupport of religion ; nor 
ig \t l^s valuable, or left needful ia fo- 
ci^i iif^; Mmual gfiedtion is nocdoly 
the beft proof of piety^ and the princi* 
paLfecwity from innqvaiions iri.rcli^ 
gion; but the pqreft iburce of fodal 
duties, and the firmed foundation of 
mora} juftice. 

Were every man tQconfider bintfelf as 
ieriving his exifteaccfirombine common 

parent. 
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fztenu ^ conrie&^d to the whole ipe 
by ^M eterDal relation^ and^ in'co 
jquence of thisixfledtion, to behav 
^very fellow^reiatur^as a brottiei^ m. 
ii)Qt the fecond igctat canraiaiidtnei] 
iheilaw bexnoft^dnphatically fulfiU 
And would icnot, at the fame time, i 
effcdually promote the welfare of 
-cictjr I Would not th< life and prop 
of every individual be infinitely the r 
•fecure, when from the law of natlin 
well as of nations, ftom the connect 
of ^relation, as- well a$ the obligatior 
moral TcAitude^ he could clairn th< 
fiftance and regard of others ? 

To love as brethren, muft, iivthe^ 

fequence, be to aft as brethren 

perfoti of hutjf^^nity would willingly 
hi(n who de»^e4hisl)eing from thei 

pan 



S;ER m-o.:K: ixr 1^57 

>arents,'the partner bf the fame womb, 
rhom the, fame affeftiDns nurred, foc" 
fhom the fame care provided, in 'miifeiy • 
r diilrefs^ The voice of nature would* 
lead for the wretched, and demand the 
elief and aQiftance of a brother. Should 
he fame : voice point out every: indivi- 
iual to our regard, when would jufticc 
lewail the violation of her laws, or mi->- 
rry complain without affiftance and re- 
Irefs ? Should we cohfidcr every fclkiw- 
rcature as relatively, though not abfo- ' 
utely, a brother, how happy muft be ' 
he effeft of fuch a condufion ! What * 
Fcace and harmony would- run through ' 
hefyftemoflife! How delightful hrhift ^ 
>e the efftft of xiniverfal benevol^hti ! 
rrcc from the injuries-tff oppreffionTind 
he infolcncc of pride,: the malignity*of^ 
nvj aod the excorfioij^of ^arice, how ; 

very 



^ 
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yeiydifl^rcflit would be the £eioe. of fo- 
ciety j Should the fmiks of affedion 
dwcfi on every afpefb,. this life fkould 
1)0 longer be called the valley of mourn- 
ing:! Should brotherly love glow inevcry 
breaft, how wouldit awake every tender 
paffioa! how ready would pity be to 
MPCCp over diftrcfe, aad pay fhfe fympa- 
thizing tear to pain and mifcry! 

, II. If we love as brethren^ we (ball, 
of confcqucnce, be pitiful. Let ftoic 
pride (hut up the bowels of mtrcy, and 
(lop the fluices of compaSion : a Chri- 
ftian will not. be a(hamed of the tender 
fenfations of humanky,: to; tmourn with 
tbofi that mourttj and w£ep with ihoferthat 
mep — ^Jcfus w«ptr-rThe tear^ that . was • 
(hfid oyer the &tro)«i>of Jemfalem^ th^: 
prophetic voijQp (>£(}fmpa)chy t^^ hmurnp : 

cd 

2 
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J ^proapbing rini^. give us 51 right 
lulge a fenfibility of.pity, Jiod.teach; 
lat fuch afFedions are not unwel-i 
to heaven. 

^, we are conunaDdedv as well~b7 
m^r. of Quf .falvationas his apa« 
:tp be fwU: of €ompafl5o<x.: It 15 a; 
cBJoined. by religiftoj: ^ incura- 
on hunoamry:. It ist^iisrithat 4i* 
the haixd of c|w;ity to'iFelieve^ and 
t; out to, : bjBoevolenoe^ tb.e.obje£ts> 
(Bftance. Without this charity is 
ication, and intthificence.hypocrlfy. 



ity biings theimind intiitan hioiBble 
^f, and makes it fuA;eptib}e of'tbef 
-eflTions of pi^ty.and grati(Mdc to 
great preferver of mcaj i¥|;i€taL«h« 
brtunes of.l^iaianity make m.&n«i 

fible 
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fiblc of our weaknefs, and of ; our dc- 
pendance on thac Bemg who alone is al*- 
mighty. 

The excellence of this afFedlion is de- 
mdniftrable in thac it is always found in 
thcfineft difpofitioni. If pride fitt the 
breait wi&h obftinacy and eiFrogance,- we 
maybe ftfiured thdtvpity dwells not 
there; If avarice turn ther ear from the 
complaints of poverty, we may naturally 
conclude ^fhat pity dwelte not therer - 

.He whofa heart i» ^depraved by the 
indulgence of irregular appetites, or 
contracted by unfociil' vices, is rarely 
fenfibte of the emotbns of compafiidii/ 
It is jikM:^ |)eculiarly the growth of the 
humble,' heavenly mind, that is fi^ of- 
benevokoce, teQderne& and bunfMintty; 

II 
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Ff we look into the lives of thofe who 
have been moft renowned for their piety, 
I believe we fhall find few who have 
not left behind them fome extraordinary 
inftances, the cfFcfts of this generous 
fympathy. 

Such, indeed, is the excellence of a 
compaflionate temper, that perhaps there 
never was a good man, who was not in 
a great degree diftinguifhed by it. 

Its ufcfulnefs to fociety cannot be dif- 
putcd : If, as we have obferved, it be 
the fource of charity ; if it direds us to 
the relief of mifery, and the confolation 
of diftrefs ; if it be feet to the lame^ or 
rfss to the blind ; if its words upheld theft 
that are fallings and if it firevgthen the 
feeble knees — its utility is cdnfeflcd j and 

Vol, L M it 
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it is, with indilputable propriety, enjoin- 
ed by the law of religion. 

III. Thus neceffary and thus ufcful 
is that precept of the Apoftle, be pitiful: 
Nor Icfs ufcful, or lefs ncceflary per- 
haps is that which immediately follows 
it, and commands us to be courteous--''^ 
that is, to behave with civility and com- 
plaifance to all orders of men ; and to pay 
that deference to every man which his 
ftation requires. If it were confidercd 
how much the peace of .fooiety is .pre- 
fcrved by the forms of what we call 
good breeding, they would not haftily 
be neglefted, nor left as ufclefs or fuper- 

fluous. Every one is pleafcd to be 

treated with the appearance of refpe^i 
and no prudent man would therefore rc- 
fufc to pay ic — If plcafure can be com- 
municated 



Jiacufffclpori'an Kpulijjutglqft tjicuottaosir 
3ffMwi^riM^f^\^f:^A0j the .godd Jio* 
idoG&aodiogf ^AOctfn|if|V^l je^Qpb.i.9f jifo- 
idtl^Jife^.ougbt^tuby aoy^,nicaos.to be 
fished. ^Xhcre J5 CAOyglvp£.njdigtwy 
ifchumartnOatMrc to,,^Qji4pr ^hcrjfifajc 

.ilmg^oldpclsuby ta.\fti^q(i;i^glig«{H$e 
of civility, or a rude or carelefs, or per- 
haps afFcfted contempt of the eftabliflied 
and expefted forms of politenefs. We. 
ihould endeavour as much as poffible to 
cheriOi the principle of focial benevo- 
lence, and, as St. Paul fays, be in fome 
meafure ^// things to all men. "Whatevei! 
may advance the happinefs or fatlsfac- 
tion of our neighbour, Chriftian charity 
obliges us to offer: Whatever would 
difcompofc. or difguft him, v/c ough^t 
M % \r\ 
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m juftkc, to avoid, as we might ttOlj 
^cooclude, it would be unwelcome xi 
^urielves. To encourage and exhort tii 
feipefi: and amity ; to engage mankind 
in mutual good offices, and So pre/em 
the umty oftbefphit in the bond of peace 
feems to have been ther view of th( 
apoftle, when he enjoined us to love Oi 
tretkren^ to be pitiful^ and to be courteous 
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The Patience of Job, not an imi*) 
^ble Example for Ghriftian$f> 

. Preached at a Fanck'a], 1763. 7«; 






Job kiv. 13. ' 

O/i&tf/ /f&^» wouldeji hide m< in thu gt4%^l 
. ^i?tf I /i^« wouldffi keep me fecrei Mn0\ 
. /^ «;r^/i& ^^ /><5/? / That tbou laoiM^, \ 
appoint me afet time ! and remember w[i:y 

IT is natural for. us, under the angijifli 
of great afflidtions, to make unna*. 

*" ■ * 
%aral wifhes. 

M 3 To 
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To fliun by every means the approach 
of death/ anchto pf cfervt thcfe^fraA Be- 
ings as long as poffible, was implanted 
in ,our nature by the unerring will of 

of Jiftp ih^fo imi^ rfftW dfd^tri^is 

to feek and wifli for it upon every little 
unealintfr,; thb hunSirfpcdic^ wtnSd be 
dcftroyed, and this world would become 
a deicrt^ dt Ge inhabited only Gy i^va^ 
ges, by creatures that have neither the 
knowledge nor the defire* of death — 
ffigitice of m^fr; I (Sy, ^6m pWf/if^ 
fil)tSyf M fkci df the emh % fbt t^Hat 
hCi'ffr^' Belhg is fo^ happjf tBii fie is hbe 
fo^iltfc i\Wt B other imeafy 2 

lit was the wifdbni of Pfovk^enee then 
that ordered it othcrwiie : For^ thougb 
the divine Power has permitted enough 
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of mifcry in the world to weaq our hearts 
from it, yet he has given us fuch an ^p- 
prehenfive fear of de^th as is fufiicient, 
n> general, to reconcile us tq this life, 
till, in the common courfe of nature, it 
is brought to an end. 

• 
Hence it is that & foon. as forrow- 
vanifhes at the appear^nc^ of hope j (o 
fbon as the languor of ficknefs is paft^. 
or the pain of difappointment is grPWA. 
older by a day, we begin once nvorc to 
bok forward with chearfulnefs, and to 
run wUb patience the race that i^fet hfQTl^, 
us. Such is the general conditipii gf 
life ; and they who are and have been* 
the happieft of mankind, muft acknow-. 
ledge that the pidure bears fome refemr 
blance to their own circumftances.. 

U 4. It 
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It is poflible, however, that, in cafes 
of extreme calamity, death may be 
wiflied for in earneft. There are fome 
conditions of life ifo abfolutely wretched, 
that the defire of* living would almoft 
Icem unreafonable. Who would wifli 
for the continuation of a being to which 
every day brought* the heavy tafk of 
mifery, and to which wearifome nights 
were appointed?] Should we nor, under 
fuch circumftances, be ready to cry out 
with the Apbtlle — Who Jhall deliver us 
from thefe iodie's t)f death ? or with the 
afflifted Patr-iarch, to entreat that we 
might be hid '{torn forrow /;; the grave — 
In fome dark and filent manfion of the 
earth, where we and our miferies might 
lie down together, and v/here v/e fhould 
no longer languilli at the fight of the 
fun? 

Thcfe 
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. Thefe are wiihes, which, though jn- 
confiftent with the 6t& great law of -na- 
ture, the prefervatioa-of our being, it is, 
.as I have obferved, very natural to form 
under the J^en apguifh of aiBidion. 

^ Let U6 go into; %\ic houfe of ^ourn- 
iog, and hear thc/<K)mplaint of the fuf- 
ferer.- Hear hinx under the agonies of 
acutf pai n. Is he not ready ^to exclaim 
with the man.of:^2;2r, ^ Let the,.^r^w 
** open for me! ^nd let the jaws of de- 
''' Jiruiiion. receive Jjer prey! OGodJ bow 
•" loffg wilt thou withhold Jhy band ? O 
" that I might have my requeft ! and that 
" God would grant me the thing that I 
■" i<f^S f^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ would pleafe God 
'" to dejlroy me : that he would let loofe his 
*f Jiand and cut me oJfT\ 

Thofc 
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Thofe whotit cHaiTce or chant/ fias 
IrfbUght to the bed of -affliftion, arc ntv 
ftrangers- e> (lich language as this. 

But could this be the language, jrotr 
will fay, of Job ? Could he wi(h for 
dtatb, who bcIicVfccI is to be the end 
of all dclk? Who cOtrH fey that^ Af 
the iiaudU c^fumid^ dndvdriijheth a'w'djr 
Sd dtf ihdt goetb down U the grave Jball 
com op no more ? Could he who had no 
hopes, br, if Any, but obfcure hopes 
of imftroftaiity^ wilh for a diflTolution' 
of thi« mofttil body, and to be fhut 
J^p irk the chambers of darknefe for 
ever ?^'— But, what then would he have 
done, had ht lived under the glorious, 
light of the goff^el ? Would he not have 
wiftied, with dill greater impatience, to^ 
be diffoheJ and ta he. with Jefus? or,, 

perhaps,. 



fSt^9pi-i *1tfi fh* piofpeet ai the «rtN, 
]lrtyng|ff6teift»^ keflrigiif hiSit eiidnrei 

fiRder.thd iri^u^ac-e of Gh^Ktlan f(^ti- 
tudty hlf might hife tikntifhcd 6Ve^ 
ri»'fciJ4^teteS off ttifie} #it>k?fig ih th*" 
lW^»i tH« ^lo^ioUS' fldjifes of etefrtlty. 
Pi4feaBiy ftfe Virould hsiVtf acktioWledged* 
#tth t*b^t!btixJttit AfxjftW, that /At >/- 
J lA iM^i t^ tht prtpAt kj^ aire nbt woflBy 
/b # esfi^iiird Wtb thi gkty thatfliaU bt 

i^a d6\il5t> fiich a ebfida(*fe tv6ald 
hiVe bisf^n greartr. HCiirian- hatufe fte- 
Yft* rites to fuch a glorious pitch of cx- 
c'eltence, fuch ah ht'avenly dignity, as 
t^fi, ifnitatmg the example of bur 
gt^4t aiid godlike iflafter, we bear vvith. 

patience 
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patience the evih that are falleix.ypoa 
us— -When from the fpirit of puFerattl 
chearful piety, we fay, •* O Go4» i thy 
*' will be done/* This is the ptoj^r 
condud, the reaibnable (erviic^ o^a C^^* 
ilian r But to attain to this perfe& date 
of mind, requires no inferior ppcdon 
either of fenfe, or grace. It is neceflfaiy 
that we fibould^*be able to form a due 
cftimate of life^ <£o .balance in an equal 
icale it's good and evil things,, and 
from thence to draw juft reflciStions pQnt 
cerning it. This philofophical know- 
ledge is requifite ; ic is -expedient ;. but 
it is not alone fufficient to inlpire us 
with Chriftian fortitude. The conclu- 
Xions of knowledge, and the refolutions 
•of reafon will Ihrink under the blaft df 
.afflidion^ and, without the concurring 

aid 
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aid of dmnc grace, they will inefFc(> 
ISdally ftfive to fet the heart at eafe. 

Under thofe afHiftions,, thcreforei 
vrhich are incident to our beings let us 
not^ like unhappy Job, importune the 
Almighty that we may be permitted to 
by it down, but rather let u& intreat 
hkn that he would give us grace and 
fortitude, to fupport with patience the 
lot which has befallen us. 

One very powerful reafon why we 
(hould do this is, that we ourfelves are 
the caufe of almoft all the mifery w€ 
endure. What, in general^ are the evils 
we complain of but the confequence of 
fome mifconduft, fome paflion wrong- 
dire£led, fome biafs of the mind, or 
fome wcakncfs of the body, brought 

on 
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circutnftanced, hazard a defire to ru(h 
^si;o }ditt l^cdcoce x)f our Almighty 
i^z]Ltr,i SbcuM osre .veature .£o com* 
plain iof 4)l]tQfe &i'd^ ^^afh i^efad q^ )m 
afaexoBBunoQ cour&.of natuce^ ghould 
xv:e not j-aober i^e&edi .the.diijpcaier xif 
*aH goodihingfi) .^o .rcicnove the.burdien 
<&oin-us ifi^tbe Jtvay jpf jhis Providence, 
but (lill that -4^ would permit us 4x) 
continue in his fervice, that we might 
exert that gratitude which -is due to 
him 'both for our creation, and prefer- 
vation? 

This certainly "v^ould he ja condui^ 
more becoipin^ a. Cljjjriftian tl^an thj^t 
of JoK ' ' ' ' '^^' 

1 That 
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That unhappy Patriarch was but .a 
yery imperfeft rcx^mplc Kjf patience, 
compared to the author of >Chri(lia- 
nity. When di^ our divine ipafljcr 
rUtter..the impajtient exdaiiiadpns jyb.ich 
we find ifl the book of Job ? Faiher^ 
faid he, if tins <ujp may not pafs awojj 
from tne^ unlefs I drink ii^ thy will be 
Jonc. ..And yet this ci^p wa3 » wore 
bitter ^Diion than jt^e man of Uzz w^s 
^condemned to .driak, Rccpcmber we 
not the agonies 4;hat he undi^rwent.? 
Remember we not the dreadful hour, 
when, previous to his paflion, the 
Evangelift tells us, that h€ fweat as it 
xver4i great drcps of Hood. We are af- 
furcd by thofe who are Ikilled in Qiedi- 
cinal knowledge, that this could PQC 
have been without the moft rxquifiije 

torment* 
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torment.. And I mention this circum-^ 
ftance to Ihew you the difference be- 
tween Chriftianity and Judaifm, when 
the higheft charafter in the latter ap- 
pears fo incomparably mean; confidered 
under the circumftances of affliflion, 
with the author of the former. ' 

It fs from the doftrine and examplfc 
of Jefus, then, and not of Job, that we 
are to learn the virtue of patience ; and 
this caution is the more neceflary, be- 
caufe when the Old and New Tefta- 
ment come united into our hands^ as 
the invariable word of God,, we are 
apt to feek the rules of faith equally in 
the former as in the latter. This, by 
no means ought to be. The doftrineis 
of the Old Teftament Vvere built upon 

a very 
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.very different foundation from thofc 
)f the New, The condrtians of the 
:ovenant were changed, and not only 
he terms of ritual obedience were va- 
ried, but the principles of moral duty 
rrere infinrtely improved. It is from! 
ihc New Teftament alone, therefore, 
that we are to derive the rules of life, 
md the precepts of coridu(ft. He who 
IS in Cbrijt Jefus^ as the Apoftle fays, 
that is, he who has been admitted into 
the Chriftian church, is a new creature : 
Old things are pajfed away ; beheld ! all 
things are hetome new. 

In preaching from a. text like this, 
wherein the author of it quarrels with 
that being which God had given him, 
I thought it neceffary to obferve in what 

Vol. I. N manner 
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manner a Chriftian ought to behave un- 
der the like .circumftanccs. 

But in favour of the perfon who ap- 
pointed this text, let us remember how 
very difficult it is not to wi(h for death, 
when life is deftitute of every comfort.; 
when it is embittered with forrow and 
ficknefij, with penury ^nd pam. 

I have before obferved, that to arrive 
at that great pitch of Chriftian perfec- 
tion, which implies an uncomplaining 
refignation, require^ both great parts, 
^nd uncommon graces* It cannot, there- 
fore, be .the lot of the multitude. 

We all know our readinefs to-com- 
jplam-^ — and where is the £reat foul 

-^at 
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th^t fuffers in filence ? We mufl: endea- 
vour to imitate thofe fublime perfec- 
tions of which our divine Mafter has 
given us an example •, .but let us look 
with candour and compafTion on thofe 
ftiffering , brethren who travel night and 
day; through the paths of forrow; who 
have their bed in darknefs, and their 
pillow on the thorn. 

* We are all frail and changeable crea- 
tures : A perfect charafter is not in hu- 
man nature •, and he, who dares to fay- 
that he is faultlels, is a hypocrite, who 
wants to impofe cither on his own-heart, 
or on the worlds or, poffibly, on both. 

•: With refpedt to the charadcr of the 

deceafed^ Ihe appeared to be a pious 

N z and 
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rmd confcientious Chriftian, who, while 
(he was attentive to the duties of her 
ftation, was by no means remifs in cfaofc 
of her religion. It mull be re mem*' 
bered to her credk that ihe was the 
induftrious mother of a family, diligent 
to provide her boujhold their portion in 
duefeafon. Thus ihe united in her owr 
perfon the charafters both of Martha 
and of Mary, chufing the good part of 
the one, znd. ihsc , ujtfui part of the 
otl^r. 

She, thercfbre, who had led fuch a 
life, might, wiih the more propriety, be 
defirous of that diflFoltition, by meaiis of 
which alone (he could receive the ful- 
nefs of thoie rewards tliat are laid up for 
the juft. . 

She 
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Shcf had, moreover, another motive 
for this feemingly unnatural defire of 
death : For ftie had, not long before 
her laft fickncfs, buried her huiband, 
an honell: and indu{b'iau3 man, whQ 
had. divided with her the cares and the 
labours of life,—— * When Ihe was de- 
prived of the partner ; of her affeftion^ 
whea (he had taken hec lad leave of 
him who contributed to her happinefs 
and fupport, no wonder if (he grew 
weary of a life, that was at the beft but 
folitary and uncomfortable. 

Suffer thefe apologies to plead for 
the deceafed ^ over whofe foibles, what 
ever ibcy were, charity (hould throw * 
veil, while it withholds not that praife 
which her virtues merited, though thofe 
N 3 virtues 
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virtues were obfcured by zri 'hiimble 
ftation. .... . 



For us, who are aflemblcd on this oc- 
cafion, we canftot but derive inffrutflion 
from every circumftance that attends it. 
And it is principaiiy on our accounr, 
indeed, that fuch difcourfes as thefe' are 
exercifed. To the dead ^hey are nothing. 
The laft offices that are paid to them 
"can only be ufeful as they are lediires 
to the living : So far, however, they are 
certainly of ufe: For notwiHrffianding 
the various mementos of mortality that 
we meet with, notwithftanding that 
death has eftabliflied his empire over all 
the works of nature, through fome in- 
fatuation or other we are ftill apt to 
forget that we were born to die : We g6 

on 
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on from one defign to another, we add 
hope to hope, and lay out plans for the 
employment or the fubfiftence of many 
years, till life itfclf is at an end, and we 
are alarnued by. the appearance of the 
phantom of death, at an hour which -^^ 
had concluded to be mid-day. 

Let us, therefore, have our loins cU 
ways girded up, and our lamps burningy 
that we may be in readinefs to take our 
journey to that far, far-diftant country^ 
from which no fpiric returns. 

Let us be diligent to procure the fa- 
vour of that eternal being, whole inflii- 
cnce extends over all worlds ! 

By the light of his countenance wt 

fhall walk without trembling through 

N 4^ thof« 
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thofe gloomy regions where all th 
are forgotten j and when death itfdf^ 
hi made fubje3 unto him^ then ihall 
rife to that immortal inheritance, w 
is promifed to our faith, our piety, 
our patience. 
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SERMON XL 

The Condition of Poverty 
better than that of Riches 
abufed. 
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Better is an handful with quietnefsj than 
both the hands full with travail and vex^ 
ation offpirit. 

AMONG the numbers that difquiet 
themfelves in vain, there are none 
farther from the road of happinefs than 
thofe who toil infaciably for the acquifi-- 

tion 
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tion of riches. A mind that has this 
bias can feldom be at eafe ; ^feirj;he goods 
of fortune ai-e in a flate' of perpttual 
fliiftuation, and that man miift know 
but little Tepofe, who refts his hopes oa 
what chance may take away. 

Certainly avarice is a fpecies drmad- 
ncfs •, if madnefs be nothing more than 
an abfence, or a fufpenfion of reafon f 
For who can be more deftituce of rea- 
fon than he wbs ckufes the evil andjhtins 
the- good? Yet fuch is the condudb oC 
the -man wIk) hath y^/ hk heart on^ the 
increafe of riches. In a life whofe days 
are few and evil^ he is hourly add- 
ing to^ that evil by an unneceflary anxi- 
ety to make provifion for a life that " 
(hould have many days. The beft pri- 
vilege of wealth would be the er^oy- 

mcnt 
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ment of quiet, but he fbffeits that quiet 
for/the acquifition of more : His defifes 
are not boumded by th^ wants of nature^ 
or the decent conveniencics bf life ; mo- 
ney .is/ tire, objeft of his affcftions, aiad 
while he: labaurs to-acqdire it, the ufe of 
it is forgot. ■ .'1 ..■..:'. I 

-But- though there is no • inffati>ation 
that takes hold of the human nfiind^ 
moreianiaccountably ridiculous than this 
inordinate love of wealth, it is certain 
thK-no vice or folly whatever is nior^ 
diffkak' to fubdue. When covetouP 
heft -has once entrenched itfelf in thg 
heart, it bids defiance to every attack 
from without, and is equally proof 
againft* thie folid force of reafon, or the 
lighter weapons of ridicule. It is m 
Vain that a covetous, m^in i& made the 
:::•! jeft 
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jeft of the liberal, or branded with folly 

by the wife it is in vain to argue 

with him— —it is in vain to preach ta 
him •, and 'tis only with a view of fecur- 
ing thofe from avarice who are yet un^ 
tainted with it that I mention die mife- 
ries of it in this difcourfe* 

The covetous man, I have already 
obferved, is deftitute of reafon : In bii 
condu£t he is evidently fo ^ but as moft 
human beings, and even madmen think 
. that they a& agreeably to reafon, let ui 
endeavour to find out upon what princi- 
ples the man of avarice is reconciled to 
himfelf. 

Doubtlefs he imagines, like the man 
of pleafure, that he is in the only way 
that kadeth to happinei« -, for iht puri^ 

f\>it 
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fiiit of that is the firft mover with us 
all. Ht imagines fo, I fay, but upon 
what grounds ? He knows that wealth 
will purchafe every outward conveni- 
ence of life that it will procure us 

rcfped, and fet us free from labour: 
This hie concludes, and, fo far, he 
judges rightly——" But it is not a lit- 
•* tie, fays he, that will do thcfe things; 
•* I muft have yet more before I c'an 
** quietly and comfortably fit down to 

** enjoy it Well; now I have ob- 

^* tailed what I propofed ; yet there is 
•^ one piece of dignity which I (hould 
** be glad to have, but which my for- 
** tune will fcarcely heart therefore I 
^* muft have yet more, before I can 
*' quietly and comfortably fit down to 
** enjoy it.*' Thus he rcafons with 
himfelf, till— —he dies— ^-till he is 

furprized 
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iurprizcd to find that life is at ah i 
while be is yet only in the way to 1 
^jineft. . 

■ . B.ut this mode of reafoning is folio 
only by one fet of the covetou3. T 
^re piany, who,, without any viev 
future or diftant happinefs neitl^ec h 
jior feek any other pleafure than thi 
Jboftrding anjd accumulating. ThefJ 
ifsir.gone ii) the money-loving madj 
^nd have not even a pretence to ju 
itheir conduS by rcafon. Gold is i 
idol^. and their covetoufnefs is, as 
Apoftle terms it. Idolatry. Thefc 
Equally guilty, but they are not r 
happy than the wretch I have beien 
-defcribing^ for, like thofe.poor I 
ans, who giv^.up half their foo< 
their idols, they go without cpm 

necefli 
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necefl*ries to increafe their treafure, and 
ftarve themfelves to lay up the provi- 
fions of life. 

. It was not fo much my defign, upon 
this occafion, to cxpofe the criminal na- 
ture .of covetoufnefs, as to prove the 
mifcry that attends it ; but a^ vijtue is 
certainly a means of happinefs, I may 
obfcrve that it ;muft be unknown to the 
man of avarice ,> for it is fcarce pofliblc 
that he fhould have any virtue. The 
fecial virtues are thofe which, in their 
prafticc, ar^ moft peculiarly delightful ; 
but -what focial virtue can a covetous 
man be capable of? To relieve the 
wants of his fellow-creatures, would be 
inconfiftent with his principles of fav- 
ing — To compaflionate their miferies, 
10 yield them the confolations of a feel- 
ing 
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ing heart Of that he is equalty inca- 
pable : For the heart of avarice never 
feels. The tender fenfations of pity, 
the warmth of focial love, the glow of 
friendfliip, and the liberal joy that is 
infpired by the general happinefs, he ne- 
ver felt, or defired to feel. His heart, 
abforbed in the lowed of vulgar pafCons, 
the love of glittering earth, knows no^ 
other affection, no fuperior fentiment. 
To the happinefs that is derived from 
the intercourfe of fociety he is an ut- 
ter ftranger, for he looks for nothing* 
more from his connexions with hrs fcU 
low^'creatures than the advancement of 
his favourite views, the increafe of hW 
wealth. 

II. Yer, thus miferablc as he is, he 
may pofTibly think himfelf happier than 

the 

4 
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the poor, who i^defpifid cf its neighbour^ 
If he docs, lee him go with us a moment^ 
mto the trotcege 'Of Iromble labour and 
cofitciited ^overt3^ 

Wfcat do.i hear ill this|)1ace? <ihe 
voice of joyi • the fimple ibng of chcar- 
ful innocence i How ftill, how peaceful 
is this rudic habitation ! Sure this is the 
dwelling of quietnefs ! She has t-aken up 
her abode beneath this humble roof, and 
health Sind ^onieni and cbearfulnefs are iier 
inmates. Behold^ here is a matron fol- 
lowing her daily -employniefiit, and two 
fmiling children playing by herl See, 
Jiow her eye is filled with maternal af- 
fedioB ! and how Ihe rejoices, while fee 
earns their proviQon of bread \ Behold, 
now, tlie good man is returned from the 
£eld# and theJiumbleix)ard is fpreadfoi* 
Vol. I- O his 
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his rcpaft \ H(?w plain and fitnple is hb 
food ! a mere fufficiency for the fupport 
6f nature I VTis tndeefsl buc a bandfulr^ 
But it is eaten in j«/W»f/>>.jH?9r€ i$ oo* 
thing of that fuperfluity which foKcitS' 
Iht palled ftppeti«c of loxery i> But here 
}$ enough for nature : Hei^e. i^ a> hand^ 
ful, and fhe^iks no more.^ ■ :^ 

111. From this fcenc of SimbJt happi* 
nefs, let lis gtt to thfc duelling of the 
rich. Is this a ibcial dwelling, or is it 
a prifon ? — Behold ! we cannot gain ad» 
miflion— the gates are made fe(t witl^ 
bolts of iron. This is a fure fign that 
fecurity is not here ; and yet fecurity is 
the friend of happinefs. But who is 
yonder that walks fo penfively, wick 
looks of fufpicion ? It is the maftcr oif 
the houfe«^e feems difturbed-«**he faw 

us 
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itt ^pt^c\ii and fcoiicluded that we 
wftt^tfoftJiifg to nhiakfc him podr. 

: Mifcfifclfe wrttth'r* wh'at profit fiaft* 
tlloti ifi tht ilbtt\dMt6 that thou pof- 
ftflJirif? HotK thy h^nds, indeed, are full, 
but fo likewife is thy heatt— full of tfou- 
Me and cndlefs vexation. Or haft thou 
a^kfibmeht's peace? Htyv foon is it Hable 
t6 be deftrbyed ? ^be mth and th rnft 
Qlittt €i^riipt thine uAftiWted garrhcrtts,— . 
tte ibiefjbdl break tbrdtigh' and Jieal thy 
tfMfufii A mi^fot-tune that which thou 
wAk hevef' bie able to ftrrvivc; for where 
i}Pfifeitfureis there is thy heart aljb. 

Miferable wretch ! Caft away that 

wKaftlh which is the b^he of thy happi- 

nefr^Go to that poverty which thou 

dtttdtfty and to b'6 happy^^ firft be poor. 

O 2 Strange 



igS S E R MP: N XL 

Sitrange doflrine this tn thee ! , Buit i^^ 
for all this thai it a juft. - Th« poor, 
whom thou defpifeft^ are happier than 
thou art. — Didft thou not hear ther fong 
of chearfulnefsy didft thou not fee the 
fmile of contented induftry, wher& there 
v/as but a handful ? 

^iferable wretch ! What a painful, 
what a troubleibme life dod thou lead ! 
Thy fcrvants curfe thee — Thy friends 
forfake thee — Friends did I fay ? Thou 
never hadft a friend; but thofe that 
might naturally have been thy friends 
defert thee, and fcarce forbear to wifli 
fo ufelefs a being dead. 

Miferable wretch ! In what fordid 
xneannefs doft thou pafs thy days ? With 
what jealoufy dolt thou look upon the 

very 
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very ctinging dependents that pick up 
a wretched pittance at thy board !' And 
are tliy tsigbis leTs painful, or lefs vexa- 
tious than thy days? Does fleep, un^ 
diftttwbed deep await thee? Art thou ac- 
quainfied with quietnefs andrepofe? No 
-**-thdre are ftrangers, to whom tiy gates 
are not opened. Thefe have no fociety 
with cares, and fears and perplexities^ 
fuch.as thou art expofed to both by day 
and.by.night. B&tfer^ furely, is a band^ 
ffll wilb quietnefs^ than thy hoarde* 
itealdv, with thy vexatign ofjpirit.. 

. Thus far of avarice^ the peculiar- 
wretchedncfs of which the preacher, lv 
doubt^ bad in^ view : But wealth' ha^^ 
miferies arifing from other caufes than* 
Govetoulheifiy which render a han^u£ 
wilh quichtifs ilill preferable^ 

: 0^3 1^ 



IV,- Richer .^?s Bftr y^#ir#^ produc- 
jiyf of evil. Thf y m^y N m^dsi the ^ 
ipeans of h^Rpiagfe >vke(i ^optrfyr.m^ 
{xaged. They may CQiurilbiiAe. XQ jdM 
gratification of beneyol^ncf « and txsi tfao 
^ercife of almo^ every fqpUV vtrtufi. 
They may b? employed in the diflaifie» 
^£ ^^nowlicdge, or in the relief of^ indi- 
gence-, and wbicQ converted to thcfe 
purpofcs, they are a real blefling : They 
increafe the happinefs of a beneyolenc 
ijeroper, and give pleafure to their pof- 
fefTors, while they are ufeful tofcyciety. 

But it ia fddom that they are employ- 
ed to thefe happy and beneficent ends. 
The right ufe of th^m is moft comipoftly 
perverted, and what might have been a 
blefling is rendered a curfe by the abufc 
of it. 

. . When 
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When riches arc made fobfervient on* 
** ly to pride— when they are employed in 
foolifli vanity, and empty often tation, 
whacda tivey prod^ice but tra^sail 4ind 
vexation affpirit f Thofe who p4ace their 
happinefs' in being admired for fplen- 
dour^ wfU be frequently mortified by 
negligence^ or traduced^ by tnv:y. Wi 
are very unwilling to pay thit deference 
which is expedted from us only on the 
account of magnificence, and, whatever 
may be the caufe of that unwillingnefs^ 
it is certainly very reafpnable^ for he 
who hopes to be admired for that which 
gives him no merit, offers an infuk to 
ttle undcrilandinor of him from whom 
fidBodksrfbradniiration— But when that 
admiration is withheld, vanity is morti- 
fied ; and wealth, by being fubfervient 
CO her defires j brings her bniy travaiV^md 
cngmfb-opfpirii.' - • ■-'-:; - -^ l'-^"- 
- O 4 As 
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. As much perverted is the ufe o£ rieh«r^ 
when they a^e employed ia the gratifi- 
cation of luxury^ and^. of car^equence> 
wheathustufedy tbey bring nothing: but 
vtxatiork . ^. 

. Thofet- wl^o, like the prodigal ia the- 
Goipel,. fpcnd their, fukftancetn riotoui 
living J lay up for themfclves^^knofl" all 
the miferies that arc incident to human 
nature : For what can. be mpre wretched 
than the. condition of him who is cquaU 
ty deditute both of health and peace I 
Whofe. body is tormented with pain 
and' difeafe, while his mind is racked 
with, the refleftion'Of guilt and folly I — 
Yet fijch generally, are the fruits, of ^- 
tempcraiuie^ 

In thefe, andia- many, other relpefts^. 
inay the goods of Attune be abufed.j; 



and hence thztjore evil under thefimi- vizri' 
xkbes given to. the huH of the ownm^sP 

Let us then conclude, . with the wife' 
preacher, that a little, with content and 
qtiictnefs, is preferable to much treafure^ 
And trouble therewith. Let us be aflbrecf 
that peace of mind, as there can be ife 
happinefs without it, is the firft thing 
woFih our fceking^ If this quietnefs is 
to be met with more frequently in an* 
kumble than in a high ftation, let US' 
sot be dazzled with falfe appearaheesi! 
but conclude that the humble ftatioa i& 
the better. 

•We have jfeen that riches^ are fre*^ 
quently a misfortune to thofe that pof- 
fefs them^ — we have fccn the miferi^siof 
ftvaricC). the diicootcatof vanity^, and the 
.J faiofi 
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pj^nsiQtf H^tenape^aoc^^Shouldwc not 
then ntbfir ^void than (igh for a cond^ 
tion that might expofe us to mifery, to 
4iicoiu;ei>t ftnc} pain i . 

Let us ftot flatter ourfclves that we 
fiould ad: more wij^y than others ia 
l^atiops which we have contemplated 
but fiever tried; fpr no ma^ knows 
Y^hat infiueoce a change pf circum-* 
ftanccs wMl have upon him, before thtt 
<^hange c<une$ tq pafs, New acceffiooa 
q( fortune bring with them jkjw w)anis» 
i^w. ffni;ir|ientSi and i^ew deBiw ; and 
that man ads with a laudable firmnei^» 
who> when he becomes wealthier, does 
n^ becpn^c worfe. 

In W5 wordrrrLet us remember that 
It b lQ[Qtli our duty^^and our happinefs ta 

be 
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be contented with the ftation which Pro 
viden^e has affigfuid ^us; ^nd/ tbipugh 
we have but a handful^ if we poflels it 
in quietnefs, it is better than htb tit 
hands full^ with travail and vexation of 
Jpirit. 
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.The PtibKctJtility o£ charir 
table Inftitutions. . ; 

Preached at St. Sepulchre's, London„ 
for the Benefit of the Charity-Girls^ 
March 26^ 1762. 

Prov. x^ 15. 

fife^ DefiruSHon. af the Poor^ is tbdr 
Poverty. 



a 



i¥ all the inftitutions that have done^ 
honour to human virtue^, thofe^ 
that have bcea eftablilhed on the prin- 
cip^ks of unixitcijellcd charity arc deferv-- 

edlf 
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e^lf^iKcjinoft diftihguilhcd — ^Wc majr 
be iacited to great^flfcdlions by a thirft df * 
honour^ by an emulati6n of excellences^ 
Of^adcfire to be recorded in the hiftory, 
of mankinds The'fe are honourable, 
b« tbey are fclfifli motives. It is thth 
dfly that we acquire unfullied glory, 
iwhen we are virtuous from motives iri 
which felf has no concern ; when out of 
pure benevolence, and the love of hu- 
man kind, we relieve the indigent, or 
refcue the oppreft. 

It trarinot be without peculiar fatis- 
fa&ion that we fee. our country diftin-- 
gui(hed by this public-fpirited virtue- 
It muft be with the greateft compla- 
cfcncy wc confider that to be born Bri- 
tons, is not only to be the heirs of ■ 
freedom, but to be the fgns of bene- 
: volencc 
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i!(p]eACc»!^not only m> 'mhctk tkcMhet^^ 
Vf^i(^ our for^£alh^$ have flelmved 
dqicijfiiFO w fterf^; but to add hew* vif^^ 
t^es t?! xii^{p\t^,h9W Idft iBji abdPtdP 
be[4U):ii^gui(b€d; ^* .-crite by...bnMery 
apd.jDenfficence^T-BOt cwly^ Hke thef%. 
to 3r^<2^ ;^wry j^*<?j- but to bind up /&r? 
ifikcn.J^^arUd^ ^^xa^kt tie t^prfffisi-i^^ 

, ^To favc , the gooif from th? .nvUeries* 
that are entailed upon thw Mtrfiappy: 
condition, is the firft and greateft ob- 
je(^;3pf: fecial charit^i becaufc- it^^lnafey' 
ti^es happens (hacthiMf porerty isr^ii# 

,;It is probable, t^iat the wife ff»n\had • 
ia.hfs eye many diOercnt ways, whel%^ 
io* the. poverty of th€ poor migjit eon- 
tribute 

■^* '■ 7 ■ 
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tribiilte to their dcibmdion v and it may 
Jb« -worth our yMlCj not only A& Cbri-^ 
ftians, buc as members of thex^imcifid^ 
Mty^ xo confiddr m what maiUiar fo M^ 
merEHir a pare (Of the pubUt^bddy,- al^ 
the poor arcy (nay be faid to ^ il^^^ 
id bfpovertyr The dangers and diffl- 
cukicsi that await the unhap^^ fititM 
yAa'is born to extreme indigence- a^Ftt 
very many and very great. In a ftate 
of infancy, indeed, he is infeBfible of 
the miferies that fiam-ound hinv; ^beH 
he knov^s not that fecret anguiih i^chf 
pierces the breaft of a father^ when: he 
looks upon him as deftined to fufier all 
the hardihips he has himiielf endui'ed $ 
^eHi he underftands not that painful 
tear which flows from the eyei of a 
mother^ when (he beholds him heiplefs^ 
as he leans upon her breaft^ and f^r^ 

that 
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tbat the folbwihg day'' may not afiohl 
them' bread. The foUowlDg day comes; 
but proviTion comes not to fupport it; 
and the unhappy infant now mixes his 
tears with thofe of his wretched parents, 
tears thgt fall from the diftreflts of na« 
ture! . many fuch days probably muft he 
fuffer, till his parents, overcome by the 
affliftions of continued want, at laft let 
go their integrity ; and give up. their 
haplefs offspring into the arms ^of fomc 
infamous ftroller, who carries him about 
to excite compaffion, and to juftify her 
idle pretenfions to beg. His fituation 
is now moft deplorable, while by day he 
fuffers the pain of cold and hunger, that 
his crifcs and miferable afpedt may add 
to the fuccefs of the wretched mendicant 
he accompanies, and at night is thrown 
into fome dungeon unregarded, while. 

ihe 
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ib& iat0Kkat^s herfelfiwitbche profits. o£ 
tiicrda)!),, . In. thisrpitiahk ftate he contir 
nuesv* tillrth^^dxtmmds Qftcaldraodvwm 
puit anc cmd to, his^. innMeni^iNiDgt;. or% 
ift he Ihrcs^ he probabljr Hvwr onlyi m 
&fthwftiSt9rmgsv with a{docrepi^t|pd)^ 
ancL ^ miivd uniDfoKntd! by; any> thmg^ 
but whai: io^ could gadi^ fioon fketmsiofi 
tow dttbM€berj!i. 

Thus accompliflied, he continues the 
niy^ bufineis he' is auiquanmcxt with,^ the 
bofuie&bfbeggiag;^ oiv if.herbaftboeiir 
Hiimfd by: his procepsrdB m the oiom 
Mpcdltiousp wa^ of picciftring mom^,. 
tk$:fc0fM cfftsalingy,. whar flxodhi dctte 
Wim Aprnvpuaiog it in. praftics^^t Mi 
mind was never tindured with the pre- 
ocpts^ofi jiLiAke or rchgiom. He never 
knew^ thir itxxk of &aine or honefty^. on 

yax.t L. F any 
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any other mora! t^ftraint : •Arirf'thfe fear 
cjf human punifhtneiit will- ojperate very 
feebly, when eppoftd by the importuni- 
ties of want^ and when lift is pofieiled 
of nothing to 'make it worth his pre- 
fefving. Thus, in a feries of vice and 
^retchednefs, pajQes his whole life, a 
mifery ti> himfelf, and a prejudice to the ^ 
community in which he had the misfor* 
iune to be born. 

' . ( "'- . ■ 

This pidure you mayi poffibly think an 
uncommon one-r—would to God it were 
more fo than it is ! but if it* he idrawa 
from truth, it m^y now be faid with 
equal propriety, as it was of old^^that 
the defiruHionofibe poar is Aeir poverty. 



Whatever inftitution, then,* is &t oa 
foot to prevent thefc unhappy' jconfe- 
' ' ' .'qttehces 
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quences of indigence, it merits the high^ 
eft praife i and, as it tends to the bene-* 
f^t of the community, it has a right to, 
the encouragement, not only of indivi^; 
duals* but of the ftate« 

And here I cannot forbear to obfervCr 
that, in my opinion, all has not been don^e. 
that might be done towards this ufeful. 
end. In an ancient republic, famous for 
the wifdom of its policy, the children of 
the poor were taken under the ptotedioa 
of the ftate, and inftrufted.in thofe arts. 
to which their genius feemed adapted^; 
or their inclinations ledtheip. ' \i Sfart^^ 
could do this and profit by it, fu^ely,, 
Britain has it in her power. , For, as. a; 
mercantile nation, that mu^ always -b^; 
pofleifed of a l^rge naval force, IhehaSj 
much more, employment for her youths 
Pa than 



of population. Adii t& tfih," tSiat flifr 
has a variety of manufaftures, in feveral 
iMmihcs of ^frft^fcf^,• (ihiteV^n^mky-lfe' dfti- 
|jfeyi?d A^oriY tWJ flm dd^Vri 6f i*fealbn, 
5ttd-t^WtdefiWtA)eir bfifad &y tMr 

Btrf, to lUiri tfirfc confitfeVatioris to 
tlf^ wifdbiri and bdnevblftncc of tfre fcgr- 
(Hrfurc, fct us, aiicbrding to the abilities 
that God has gi^in us, lafaout to pre- 
vrnt thoic dil&eflfe^, and thit dfeHruc- 
ttott to wkich ihii poor irt txp&fcdi. Let 
Us not mcfciy a(ft the {)art of rdte de- 
daiirhcrs, Ii6# WiitfeHt ourl^IVe* V^ith 
Kdhg icuttf fpt^IatiSs, or ingenious 

fchcmcrs^ 



/d(Kin«rs, .for i>Qp :ji?i«yie 4n -the Jjqstt *s 

$\it leycil rthc hi?ar^4;ap is apt to de* 

.cei^re itfelf, and while it contains the 

•^^s of (i^a^ latent virtues, Bnds fooie 

*way or other to prev^ent them front 

rip^mng/fjito ufe. If we -find tHat.^^e art 

mt deftittije of general wi^ies fof hUjiiaii 

J^appioefs 5 4f?vc applaud the charity of 

the benevolent^ and the hofpitality gf 

the liberal ; if we join in condemning 

•the Aigg^rd hand of thefelfiih, or the 

.ibrcjiid he^rt of ^vari^iQus wealthf we 

,<:oncli;ide «h» we, ar:€ friends to the com- 

:Xx>pn welfare ; Atifi jvhi^ we pl^ad the 

.caufe«of virtue, .aumber ouffelves aniong 

ther votaries, though we never bear one 

offering to: her temple. This fault, 

1 am afraid, may bcjfoo generally pre- 
P 3 talent 
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^valent — -and there arc few pet-haps, 
*who, after a candid attention to their 
own confciences, may not fay, ** this 
*' has more than once beerr 'the cafe 
' *'■ with us." But, to prevent the'dehi- 
fions of this-felf-deceiving heart, furely 
nothing more is neceffary than to detect 
them : When the gate of truth is^bpce 
difcovered, what have we' to do but to 
enter in': To behold her fair beaiityi and 
to 'viftt her temple f •' ■ *• " 

To be charitable is a province of vir- 
tue that is open to a)k We ought^- in- 
deed, to efteem it a peculiar iiappinefe 
that the author- of our falvation has made 
.the praftical virtues fo eafy and fo obvi- 
oi^s; bur, at the fame time, v^e fliould 
/remember, that, in proportion as. they 
^rQ eafy, the omUfion of them will be 

oriminal,. 



S E R M O-N XIL 215 

.crimindlj. and that our efcape will be the 
more 4ifficult, .If we have - regleaed to 
;^;what might fo eafily hav^ei^c^ .doi^ie. 

v If the thing be raaturelji; cQi|ii<jered^ 

there is fcarce any excufe tq bjemade for 

.the negleft of charitable .contribution § 

-for as all, who are not themfelves objcfits 

of charity, have it in. their power,, fo the 

duty is equally incumbent on all. But 

it frequently happens that people of 

moderate fortunes recommend it to the 

wealthy, and the wealthy, to be even 

-with them, leave it'tothec^re qf people 

of moderate fortunes. The. former think 

themfelves exempted from a duty which 

fcems more particularly to belong to the 

opulent, and the latter, wrapc up in t.be 

fecurity of independent affluence, think 

tliat the cares pf virtue,, lik^ all others, 

F 4 may 
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-may -be 'Mft itouhofe ^ho »#ere>bom ^ to 
libotir. The i»Slftkc is very ^ wifertu- 
Ttatconboth 'fides : And both ^Ul'fiiid 
at lalt, to their mortiBcacion^ that nei-' 
ther riches can place us above the focial 
cJuties of life, nor the want of them be- 
Jow them. The rich man fhall perceive 
that he-was miftaken, when he thought 
wealth his ftrong hold, and he, who fup- 
pofed himfelf cxcufed from charity, by 
being comparatively poor, ftall- find, that 
his poverty was not his virtue. 

With refpeft to the in'ftitutioncif cha- 
tity-fchools in particular,- and tihe cncou- 
Tagement that they de(enrc,it may be 
^xpcfted thatl fliould advance fome ar- 
guments; and, indeed, many might be 
advanced, but fo much has upon all 
occafions been laid in their behalf, and 
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fo ^Httle ^zm& them, tbAC ;t fn^y j)^ 
juftly chaught Alp^rfluojus.; .for, ^wfcat- 
ever will admit, of) the naoit argunaofiiip 
in its favour, ceminly -waists them >thf 
Jcaft. As to all .tbi^t Jus been jurgipd 
agaioft them by the autbor^of (he.Iv^hle 
of the Bees, it is mere it^g^nious io- 
phiftry, the ftale method of expofing all 
the foibles to which any inftatutipn is 
liable, andpaflfrng, with facred filence, 
over every thing that is valuable .or ex- 
cellent in it. Suchfbphiils deferve not to 
be anfwcred, but with the comcmpt they 
deferve thcy^ ought to be memioaed. 

To you, who have been long convin- 
ced of the utility of thefe eftabliftimcnts, 
,1 am perfuaded, there is no occaOon to 
ufe arguments in defence of them ; yet 
if arguments were neceflary, they might 
«U be coACCAtered ip thefe (hort pofi* 

tions. 
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ti^ns, viz. whether, in a Ghrrftian ftatey 
It were tnore proper that'the children of 
the poor fliould be Chrrftfans or barbiar- 
ridni ; tiaKed or cloathed ;Mnftru6ted to 
«arh their bread by 'thr arts of hbneft 
labour, or brouglit up in idle ignorance 
tp become a burthen to the community. 

To you, whofe benevolence fs 
founded on the principles of reafon, I 
am fatisfied, there is ftill lejs occafiofi 
for eloquence than for argument — :yct, 
if eloquence were neceffary, behold h 
there * ! Behold the fupplicating looks 
of helplefs innocence!— how powerfully 
they plead! what rhetork can move like 
the diftrefles of innocence ? If our Kn- 
dernefs is not awaked, by thofe, will 
it yield to the poWer of words ; to the 

• • ^; Referring ta the children.. 

animated. 
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animated colours of ftrong defcription^ 
or the tuneful flow of polifhed per-k>dsf 
Yes, ye poor daughters of forfoWl>b04Mn 
*tQ no hope butt the' hAlpianity of ymir* 
fellow- creatures, your own miferies (hall 
plead your caufe— your own unhappy 
eircumftafices fhairexcite.connipafflon ia 
every ge/ttle breaft,^feall caU forth t^fe 
tear from every fender eye, IHaH opea 
every generous hand to contribute Vo 
your relief. \ye know that yddr re^ 
fources are fmall, that the capital whicfc 
fupports you is extremely reduced, and 
that, for the principleis of a virtuous 
and ufeful education, you depend, in a 
great meafure,. on the liberality of this 
audience. On their munificence you 
'depend for thde inftruftions that muft 
fave you from folly and from vice, and 
thdfe induttrious arts which muft be your 
future fupport. 

What 
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y^hat Jojr.rouft it be to cMety gfltod 
^niod, pnfuch«n;dfie^iag.Qp<i^M, i«> 
(CKcrdie.tt'iS bep^YPJcnoe-! ^<indp|ge:<be 
Tfiwct«ft Qf aU j»fli909> iSbe-feti^Jkligit 

» 

^etus, my -friepds, prove QyirCelvQs 
tUpt :tO: be idf ftiWDe. of hmafianity, t>y in- 
(dulging it on the ocq^fion k^fqrcus. 
cJ^ec us inveft %ht fleeting pofl^iTiQns of 
jthis -world in tl^:jh^ppy fecurity.of lijn- 
mor^l life ! Let us lay up pur.tjreafHFqs 
in that (afe repofitpry, which is fpee frp/n 
ihe inroads of :t}|e robber, ,^nd:|hejrHft 
of tirpe ! Thp ^works of charj^cy lajppe 
,are immortal. .Other virtues flb^lldic. 
.Other. excellfirKies fliall decay with ^de- 
caying nature. Djgnicy and tl^arning^ 
.and arts, and honours fliall npc outlaft 
-the beating pulfe, nor fucvive ;he nainis 
of the grave. IVhitber tbire beMngues^ 

thef 
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» JhM vaSJb (Ma:^i^ bu« cHui^ity fflalt 
»V6fof c!ver-^ciJr«f in tfitf fewur of 
tJhft tft^hingeablfe Bfefag, wfio H«r frt-o-^' 
nounced* it die bcft of Humatf iHirftfesj 
To obtain the favour of that Being, how| 
great were the emulation ! What wer^ 
the facrifice of life or honour, of power 
or affluence, to be repaid by his fupreme 
rewards ! To receive the laft, beft gift 
of immortality from rfie divine bounty, 
and to be lodged in the bofom of evcr- 
lafting love ! when the cares and fears> 
and forrows that furround us are no 
more — then to exchange thefe regions 
of pain and poverty for the glorious in- 
heritance of eternal life -, when the Son 
of God himfelf (hall repeat his invita- 
tion, taying, " Come ye bleffed childrea 
*^ of my Father, receive the kingdom 

^ prepared 
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